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DVERTISING, in giving you fresh ideas, may be 

likened to a locomotive that sets your train of 

thought in motion, and by its very persistence brings 

you to the destination of satisfactory purchase. The 

_ advertising pages of The Sunday School Times con- 

stitute a veritable ‘‘roundhouse” of such church 
and Sunday-school equipment ‘locomotives. ’’ 




















Fellowship 
By Amy R. Thomas 
Philippians 3 : 10; Colossians 1 : 24; 1 Peter 4 : 13 


OD hath entrusted me with Pain, that I might fully 
share 
With understanding deep, and true, the pain that others 
bear. 
The privilege of Poverty, He graciously hath given, 
That I may walk with those in need, and speak to them 


of'Heaven. 

And Love He oftentimes withholds lest I might warm 
my heart 

At fires kindled by human hands, where He can have 
no part. 


The pain, and poverty, and loss, my Master knew be- 


low. 
Are gifts His love has granted me, that I His joy might 
know. 








Murdering Bible Eloquence 


To be original and furnish a freshness of expres- 
sion in a translation, is a temptation Bible translators 


should strive against. Such translators as Alford and 
Conybeare resist it, but some of the present day trans- 
lators seem to disregard it, and are iconoclastic in the 
liberties they take with phrases and sentences in the 
King James Version. The Biblical Recorder com- 
mends the criticism of Heywood Broun, the syndicate 
writer for the secular press, who complains of James 
Moffatt’s treatment of the Twenty-third Psalm, in 
his “New Translation” of the Old 'Testament. “Some 
of Professor Moftatt’s changes seem quite pointless,” 
says Mr. Broun, “and I can see no essential differ- 
ence in meaning between ‘Thou art beside me,’ and 
‘Thou art with me,’ and surely the second phrase has 
far more music.” In Professor Moffatt’s New Tes- 
tament, one of his pointless changes is the word 
“realm” for “kingdom” — “the realm of heaven.” In 
this old favorite Psalm Moffatt changes “Thy rod 
and thy staff, they comfort me,” to “Thy club, thy 
staff —they give me courage.” But the most smash- 
ing iconoclasm is this: “My road may run through a 
glen of gloom” for “Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow.” Mr. Broun’s conclusion is, 
“Though he may tread nicely through linguistic dif- 
ficulties, his heels are murderous to eloquence.” The 
safest scholars do not admit even the former conces- 
sion with regard to this particular translator, but the 
Bible-loving masses of the people will certainly agree 


~ 


-me free from the law of sin and death.” 


with the latter thought here expressed. New trans- 
lations may help to bring out the lights and perfec- 
tions of Scripture, but pointless changes, agonized 
for in order to be original and new, will never be 
tolerated by Bible readers. 
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A Little Girl’s “Some Day” 


Through the last Adam, God restored to man the 
dominion which the first Adam lost, and he wants the 
race of man to appropriate it. It is the birth-right 
of regeneration that man should to-day reign in life. 
By his redemptive work, Christ has made it so that 
“the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made 
Dominion 
over the realms of self and of Satan has been restored 
in Christ, but men look upon it as too good to be 
true. At the July Victorious Life Conference at 
America’s Keswick, Keswick, N. J., Mr. Addison C. 
Raws told of a remark ot his little five-year-old 
daughter, Lois. She had come in from Sunday-school, 
and announced to her mother, “Some day God is go- 
ing to chain Satan, and then I won’t be naughty any 
more.” That is a great truth, but it may be made an 
excuse for not accepting the glorious liberty to which 
the sons of God are now entitled. Every great literal 
fact of God must first be spiritually apprehended and 
realized. We shall some day have a body free from 
the very possibility of sin, but that fact does not ex- 
cuse us from the command now to present our bodies 
“a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God” (Rom. 


#221): 
“=< 
Mr. Bryan’s Unwritten Book 


Human speculation drives man farther and farther 
from God. But God increasingly reveals himself to 
the man who seeks for him in earnest sincerity. In the 
first chapters of Romans, Paul describes how the Cre- 
ator could be known by what he created. By the things 
which are made “the invisible things of him,” that is, 
“his eternal power and Godhead” —his deity — are re- 
vealed. James M. Stifler, the great commentator on 
Romans, says, “In his earlier days man was mono- 
theistic. His development has not been upward, but 
downward, not toward God, but away from him, The 
prime error lay in seeking to know God while denying 
the evidence which he himself has given of his char- 
acter and personality. God manifested himself unmis- 


Who Are God’s 


UR blessed Lord said once and again, “Many 

be called, but few chosen” (Matt. 20:16; 22: 

14). What did he mean? Will God “call us” 
if he does not also “choose us’? 

That mysterious utterance seems to sum up two 
parables, that of the laborers in the vineyard, and 
that of the marriage feast. So inappropriate do those 
words seem when they refer to this latter parable, 
that some of the oldest manuscripts omit them alto- 
gether from Matthew 20:16 (see R. V.), because 
of their apparent inconsistency with the general tenor 
of the parable. Yet many scholars believe that our 
Lord uttered those words after telling the story of 
the vineyard laborers: for they are found in all ver- 
sions except the Coptic and Ethiopian. The very fact 
of their apparent difficulty coupled with their reten- 
tion in these versions seems to be strong evidence for 
their existence in old manuscripts that have been lost. 

The difficulties in the parable itself are not here 
dealt with. We may have a kind of sympathy with 
the grumblers, but surely no injustice was done! It 
is lawful for a good man (but for none other) to do 
what he will with his own (Matt. 20:15). But let 
us see how this parable teaches the need of the Vic- 
torious Life. 

It will be noticed that the narrative of the laborers 
in the vineyard stands between an extraordinary re- 
mark, twice uttered, ., 

“But many shall be last that are first; and first that 
are last” (Matt. 19: 30, R, V.). 


takably, but instead of worship and praise, the two 
eyes without which God cannot be seen, men betook 
themselves to vain reasoning. ‘The world by wisdom 
knew not God.’ God knows how to reveal himself in 
nature.” William Jennings Bryan had discovered this 
last named secret. He believed God’s revealed word, 
but he was also constantly meeting God in a new way 
in nature. A Sunday School Times editorial -writer 
was recently felicitating Mr. Bryan upon his eloquent 
description in his book “In His Image” of the way a 
little watermelon seed “took off its coat” and went 
to work to build a watermelon, getting its flavoring ex- 
tract and its coloring matter from the Creator — where 
else? “I am planning to write a book on ‘God’s Hand 
in Plant and Flower Life,’” said Mr. Bryan in reply. 
“It was suggested to me by watching the cactus plant 
blossoms in the Arizona desert, as I rode through on 
the train— God making them bloom for his own de- 
light, for man’s eye in that arid waste would never 
behold them.” Of course this book will never be fin- 
ished, but the example of this great man of God in 
seeking to find God in his Word and in his works every- 
where, remains to us as a heritage. 


~< 


Love’s Bondage and Freedom 


There are three Greek words used for redemption 
in the New Testament. One, agorazo, means purchased 
in the market, another exagorazo, means to purchase 
out of the market, while a third, lutroo, means to set 
absolutely free. Our Lord is our Redeemer who has 
bought us, with the price of his blood, in the market, 
but who has also bought us out of the market in order 
that he might set us absolutely free. We are bought 
out of the bondage of sin, and are called into son- 
ship in the family of God. Paul calls himself a bond- 
slave of Christ, comparing himself to the Hebrew of 
olden times who had his ears bored as a sign of his 
perpetual bondage, but there is no thought here of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as a slave-trader or a slave-owner. 
The offering of oyr_ears to be bored, with all that 
signified in the Ole. Testament régime, is simply what 
Dr. Scofield used to call “a privilege of affection.” 
It is a signification that we have entered voluntarily 
into a perpetual sharing of the liberty.of our Lord him- 
self, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Love's 
bondage is not slavery. The Rev. Gordon Watt says 
that one of the Hebrew words describing liberty carries 
with it the conception of a swallow careening in the air, 
Just as free as that we are in the service of our Lord. 


Choice Ones? 


“So the last shall be first, and the first last: for 
many be called but few chosen” (Matt. 20:16, A. V.). 
e all know the story and its surprise. A house- 
holder hired laborers, some at 6 A. M., some at 9, 
at 12, at 3 P. M., and some at 5 P. M. When pay- 
ment was made, however, at 6 P. M., every man re- 
ceived the same wage, one penny. 

This may puzzle us, as it puzzled them, “but shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?” We have 
no desire to criticize the householder. We do desire 
to know what the story is designed to teach. 

Why was it told at all? A young ruler, rich, good, 
and of high position comes to our Lord eagerly seek- 
ing hignest things. He is a fine type of man, rich, 
yet not spoiled by his riches, for he was pure, humble, 
modest, dissatisfied with himself, and so eagerly reach- 


‘ing out to higher things that he stoops to ask advice 


of a humble peasant. He would be first in true noble- 
ness of life, as he was doubtless first in the esteem 
of men. He comes running. Humbly kneeling before 
our Lord he asks, “Master, what good thing shall I 
do, that I may have eternal life?” (There are some 
who think with Augustine that the “penny” is life 
eternal which all Christ’s servants receive.) 

“Jesus beholding him loved him” (Mark 10: 21). 
Our Lord read the secrets of his heart. He wanted 
not only eternal life, but he desired to be perfect in 
all his relations to God and man. He craved the Vic- 
torious Life. He would be first. Jesus said unto 
him, “If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell that which 
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thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come, follow me” (Matt 
19 2at)s 

But ‘~ would not—he went away sorrowful, And 
our Lord who loved him, was sorrowful, too. He 
makes an excuse for the young ruler who, himself, 
had no excuse to offer. ; 

Now what happens? What a chance Simon Peter 
and the other apostlés lost! Did they not share their 
Master’s love and their Master’s yearning for the 
soul of that young ruler? Why did not Simon Peter 
run after that man, and beg him to come back? That 
rich man did not know —could not know — what fol- 
lowing the Christ meant. Simon Peter did know. 
Had he but cried out, “Sir, we have left all and fol- 
lowed this Jesus of Nazareth. There are twelve of 
us. We follow him whithersoever he goeth: and 
we have found it a life of deepest joy and highest 
privilege. We lack for nothing. He never fails us.” 
Simon was called to be a fisher of men, why did he 
fail his Master now? Alas, Simon Peter letsshim go 
away sorrowful, and breaks in upon our Lord’s wist- 
ful reverie with words breathing a boastful and self- 
ish and bargaining spirit, “Lo, we have left all and fol- 
lowed thee; what then shall we have?” 

Ah! He made the remark to the wrong man and in 
the wrong spirit. And we? Do we ever run after 
those who reject the call, or seek out those who have 
never yet heard it? ; : 

Simon Peter is priding himself on a superior vir- 
tue, instead of grieving over a lost soul, 

But our Lord loved Peter as much as he loved the 
young ruler. With infinite patience, and with exquisite 
kindliness and grace the Saviour promises Simon Peter 
a hundredfold return now, and a seat on his throne 
of glory hereafter —the eternal life that the rich ruler 
sought, yet refused. . But because he loved him so 
much, he also added a word of warning, “But many 
shall be last that are first , . .” Was there just a 
hint that the man who went away sorrowful might 
yet come back again rejoicing? : 

Then our Lord tells them the parable of the laborers 
in the vineyard. They would see nothing to criticize 
in that story. A penny a day was a liberal wage. 
And they would be aware that Annas, the High Priest, 
was wont to give workmen employed in repairing the 
Temple a whole day’s pay, even if they worked but 
a single hour (Josephus), 

But what is the parable meant to teach? Those who 
were first engaged evidently spent some time in bar- 
gaining. They apparently “stood out” for a penny: 
they demanded that, and nothing less than that. 

So the householder “agreed with the labourers for 
a penny a day.” The men engaged later were all quite 
content with the employer’s promise, “Whatsoever is 
right, I will give you.” It seems quite fair to be- 
lieve that the men first taken on were more intent 
on their wage than on their work, They were no 
more willing to trust their employer to give them what 
was right, than the young ruler was to trust Christ 
to provide. 

When “every man” received a penny, however, they 
murmur and complain: they begrudge their lucky rivals 
the good fortune that had befallen them. They kept 
on murmuring. They depreciated the value of their 
own penny, which they had demanded; just because 
others received a like amount for much less work. 
The wrong spirit, which had all the time been lying 
latent, becomes patent. They must have known how 
hard it was to get work. They must have known that 
the late arrivals had a need just as great as their own. 
It was not their fault that they came into the vine- 
yard so late. So the bargainers become grumblers, 
as is usually the case. Yet no man is blessed at the 
expense of another. One man’s good never means an- 
other’s ill, 

Now three great lessons stand out clearly. 

First—The Kingdom of Heaven is not founded on 
rules of barter. Our reward, our “wages,” is all of 
grace. It is by grace even, that we are called at all. 
Moreover all question of arithmetic is banished from 
Christian work. Wages and work are not coextensive, 
In Christ’s vineyard there are many seeming inequal- 
ities. What comparison is there between believing on 
Jesus Christ and eternal life? As with sainthood, so 
with sin. It is not a question of so much sin, so much 
punishment. The wages of sin for twelve hours, or 
one hour, is death, for there is no distinction, for all 
have sinned. There is no comparison between a few 
years of sinful pleasure and an eternity of shame and 
loss. God does not pay his children wages, but he 
provides gifts for all their wants. “The gift of God 
is eternal life.” It is all of grace. There is no arith- 
metic in the immeasurable return for a cup of cold 
water given by one disciple of his to another. 

We are to work without reference to reward. He 
is good, and can only give “whatsoever is right.” To 
sit on his right hand and at his left in the Kingdom 
of Heaven is not to be had for the asking. It de- 
pends on the baptism we are baptized with. We must be 
buried with Christ by baptism into death, so as to be 
raised together with him (Rom. 6:4). Sitting with 
Christ “in heavenly places” depends upon that. This 
spells self-surrender, not self-seeking. It ill becomes 
workers in Christ’s vineyard to criticize or to grumble 
at his treatment of themselves or of others. Ours 
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is to trust him, not to bargain or to murmur, if we 
would be “perfect,” that is, if we would be his choice 
ones, 

Second.—We learn that although the pay may be 
equal, the reward may be unequal. 

They all received a penny, yet the late-comers re- 
ceived much more. For they valued it more, and un- 
doubtedly they found greater joy in both their work 
and their pay. We shall not be far wrong in our 
judgment if we infer that the penny-a-day bargainers, 
being sure of their wage, were not so zealous in the 
performance of their task. But those men who had 
patiently and perseveringly waited all day long, and 
were, hour by hour, faced with the unhappy prospect 
of going home foodless and penniless must have al- 
most leaped for joy when the call came to labor. 

They must have put their heart into their work. 
It was a positive joy to them. Then came the crown- 
ing joy and great surprise of receiving a penny —as 
much as those who “had borne the burden and the 
heat of the day.” 

Their joy transfigured that penny, just as the mur- 
muring of the early comers made their penny seem a 
paltry sum. 

Yet those who had toiled all day should have been 
the happiest men, for work is the best wage. All day 
long they had before them the prospect of good pay, 
while those others were outside, standing idle, wait- 
ing, wondering, dreading the worst, because no man 
had. hired them. The nobility of these last-comers 
is seen in the fact that they did not side with the 
grumblers, and endeavor by extortion to extract fur- 
ther money from an employer who was evidently not 
only kind but rich. 

And with us to-day, surely service for God is itself 
great reward, Is there not great joy and lasting sat- 
isfaction in being allowed to be fellow-workers with 
God? Part of that work is to bring in other laborers, 
as Simon Peter might have brought in that rich 
young ruler. They may seem to receive greater re- 
ward. Andrew brought in Peter, yet Simon Peter 
outshone Andrew in prominence and privilege. 

The value of our toil and our joy in it, depend upon 
our attitude to our Employer, and our trust in him 
and his providence. We receive as much as we believe, 
and no more. According to our faith it is given unto 
us. With us, it may be that the “penny,” marked with 


the impress-‘of the Sovereign, is Christ himself, “in . 


whom dwelleth the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” 
He gives himself to all his servants. Yet many mur- 
mur that they are not receiving enough. But to all, 
his grace is sufficient. We do not work to get eter- 
nal life or any reward. We work because he has 
given us eternal life. 

_ A murmuring spirit mars any work, and a bargain- 
ing spirit belittles any reward. It was because of the 
joy set before him, the joy of saving you and me, and 
of calling us into his vineyard, that Christ endured 
the cross, despising the shame. And this joy of serv- 
ice for others is set before all Christian workers. We 
are rewarded in our work, and not merely at the end 
of the day, when we shall stand before his presence 
with exceeding joy. 

The parable then ends, as it began, “So ‘the last 
shall be first and the first last.” But then our Lord 
adds, “For many be called, but few chosen.” What 
did he mean? Were not all those laborers both “called” 
and “chosen” for work? Because of this seeming 
difficulty, we are told that these words should be 
omitted. To our mind, however, they are a beautiful 
ending to a beautiful parable. 

The word here translated “chosen” is eklektoi. It 
means not so much “selected,” as “choice,” “pre-emi- 
nent,” “the most excellent of human beings.” 

The same word is often used in Scripture, but is 
usually translated “elect.” “Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God's elect” (Rom. 8:33); “Put on 
therefore, as God’s elect, holy and beloved .. .” (Col. 
3:12); “But for the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened” (Matt, 24:22). What our Lord said then 
was this: “For many be called but few are choice 
ones. 

The rich ruler would be “perfect,” “choice.” He 
received the call, but rejected it. Christ said to him, 
virtually, “If thou wilt be ‘choice,’ trust me utterly to 
do what is right with you and with others, Give up 
all that hinders, and come, follow me.” 

So this parable was spoken to expose and correct 
a wrong spirit in workers. We must not possess the 
spirit of the hireling. We are to think more of the 
joy of the work than of its reward. All that hinders 
the following of the Christ must be renounced, even 
a murmuring or complaining spirit. There is always 
a danger. of comparing our lot with that of others and 
of thinking that God’s ways are not equal. It is our 
Trotive which gives the character to our work. We 
are all in danger of working for reward, the world’s 
penny, rather than for love to God and man. We are 
all in danger of working to secure the praise and 
plaudits of men, or prominence, or notoriety. We 
are all in danger of working for a cause or a caucus, 
a creed or a church, instead of for Christ. We are 
all in danger of murmuring because we think others 
are preferred before us. Yet even the most active 
Christian worker is not doing spiritual work at afl 
unless it is the love of Christ that constrains him. Let 
us who are called seek to be choice ones. 
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Third.—Then there is the great reversal of judg- 
ment. 

“Many that are first shall be last; and the last first.” 
One day there will be a great reversal of human judg- 
ment. Does it mean that Judas will be first and 
Simon Peter last? No! Many (not all) that are first 
shall ‘be last. 

They all received “every man a penny.” That does 
not mean that in the last day the noble army of mar- 
tyrs will receive the same reward as the little child 
who died in its mother’s arms before it had encoun- 
tered any trial or opposition, 

It does not mean that the lazy, useless Christian in- 
the vineyard, yet as idle as the men outside in the mar- 
ket-place, will get the same reward as the heroic 
veteran missionary toiling amid the privations and 
perils and hardships of Africa or China or India. 
Yet for all the “penrfy” will be so boundless in its 
value as to make the rewards seem to be equal. Our 
joy here is chiefly, if not entirely, mental. “As a 
man thinketh in his heart so is he.” 2 

Our reward in heaven will depend upon our faith- 
fulness to Christ on earth. Our joy in heaven will 
depend upon our joy here, for true joy depends upon 
the conscious realization of the indwelling Christ. 
Our work is to bring others into the Master’s vineyard 
and set them to work. We shall rejoice with them 
when they too receive their penny. 

Let us not press the parable too far. We can only 
see within the limits of a~day; our Lord views all 
eternity. Of this we may be sure: they that work for 
reward never get as much as they want; they that 
work for love always get more than they expect. 

No excess of labcr can atone for want of love. It 
is said that Thomas Aquinas was worshiping one 
day in the chapel, when the Saviour came and spoke 
to him: “Thomas, thou hast written much and well 
concerning me. What reward shall I give thee for thy 
work?” The saint immediately replied, “Nothing but 
thyself, O Lord.” ; 

And that is indeed the best gift, for he is our ex- 
ceéding great reward. k 

he who possesses Christ and clings to nothing 
else is God’s choice one, 
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When the Believer Sins 


I understand that the Lord will save sinners, and all 
sins they have committed are forgiven. But what about 
a Christian, that has once been enlightened and tasted 
of the heavenly gift, who falls into sin, sin against 
the Ten Commandments, can and will the Lord for- 
give him? What does it mean to sin against grace? 
It seems that this is probably what I have done, and 
still I don’t want to entertain that thought. I have 
prayed and prayed, and I want salvation. 


When a Christian, who has believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and accepted him as a personal Saviour 
falls into sin, is it salvation that is needed? God’s 
Word never so teaches. Salvation is a free gift that 
comes to the believer the moment he accepts the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and nothing that 
he can do can take away from him God’s gift of 
eternal life. 

But when a believer sins he does need forgiveness 
and cleansing. The first epistle of John was written 
to believing Christians. We read, “If any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world” (1 John 2:1, 2); and again, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 
(1 John 1:9). ; 

All the believing Christian has to do then is to 
confess his sin to God, not that he might again have 
salvation, but that he might be cleansed and restored 
to fellowship with the Father. There is nothing here 
that should give any Christian the boldness to pre- 
sume against God’s forgiveness and grace, on the con- 
trary it should, as John puts it, cause us to sin not, 
“These things write I unto you, that ye sin not” (1 
John 2:1). But there is blessed comfort in the fact 
that, #f we do slip into sin, there need be broken fel- 
lowship only for the moment that it takes to confess 
the sin and accept the cleansing God offers. 

As for sinning against grace, who among men has 
not been guilty of such sin? God’s grace is lavished 
upon mankind from the moment of birth until the end 
of his days. “All unrighteousness is sin’ (1 John 
5:17), and “There is none righteous, no, not one” 
(Rom, 3:10). All sin, whether committed by unbe- 
lievers or Christians, is sim against God’s grace, but 
God’s grace is greater than all our sin, and as long as 
the erring child of God feels in the heart that urge 
drawing him back to the Father’s love, he need have 
no doubt of God’s willingness to receive him, to cleanse 
and. to forgive. 
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The July Victory Conference at America’s Keswick 


As seen by Howard A. Banks, Litt. °° aap Cone and John W. Lane, Jr., dounr Paaue ooo 


g People’s Auxiliary 














LL Saturday afternoon, it seemed, streams ot 
A delegates were arriving for the July, 1925, Vic- 
torious Life Conference, at America’s Keswick, 
Keswick, N. J. But no matter how many reached 
the office in the Raws Memorial Building at one time, 
the assignment of the rooms went on smoothly and 
quietly, with no friciion or delay. Once registered 
rtunity to greet new ar- 
rivals, and to observe what God has done at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick during the past year. 

At first glance there does not seem to have_ been 
the marked progress during 1924-1925 that was so 
evident the preceding year when V ictory Hall, and the 
new Auditorium grew, almost like magic, among the 
beautiful pines. Yet more and more as one goes in 
and out the buildings, and about the grounds, the many 
refinements that have been added during the past year 
become evident. In Victory Hall, where Jast year 
many of the rooms were more or less unfinished, the 
interior work has now been completed and many rooms 
have been finished. The work on the Auditorium has 
largely been completed, and the prayer room and two 
conference rooms at the rear are now ready for use. 
In the Raws Memorial Building, improvement has 
been made in the pantry and kitchen arrangement, 
making for greater efficiency in serving a. large num- 
ber of guests. , ? 

All about the grounds are evidences of faithful and 
prayerful work that has gone on throughout the past 
year. The many lovely walks and rambles through 


-the woods and by Keswick’s three lakes, have been 


marked by quaint signposts, and as one strolls about 
there are constant invitations to quiet meditation in 
the form of rustic seats and pavilions, located where 
they will command beautiful views through the pines 
One’s thoughts are turned con- 
stantly to God who, in his marvelous bounty has pro- 
vided such a charming spot for America’s Keswick by 
the appropriate Scripture references that are to be 
found on the signposts, here by the spring, or there 
by a seat, 


The Delegates “Get Acquainted” 


The first gathering together of the delegates at 
the July Conference came immediately after supper 
on the first Saturday evening, when all met on the 
lawn in front of the Raws Memorial Building to “get 
acquainted.” This part of the program had been 
arranged and planned by the Young People’s Auxil- 
iary, who were in charge of the recreations for the 
conference period. 

At 7.30 P. M. the group of two hundred delegates 
gathered in the Auditorium for the opening meeting 
and the conference was in full swing. 

Included among the speakers this year were a num- 
ber of those heard at previous conferences, The Rev. 
Howard B. DinwiddieGeneral Secretary of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, and of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, presided throughout the conference period, 
and at several of the evening meetings gave inspira- 
tional addresses, leading many to the definite conse- 
cration of their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. 
Dinwiddie has made several exploration journeys 
among the Indians of Central and South America, and 
his review of the progress of the pioneer mission work 
during the last three years, and his outline of the doors 
that are now opening in China and India made a pro- 
found impression, . 

It was Max I. Reich, Hebrew Christian Bible teacher 
and pastor in the Society of Friends, who said in one 
of the morning Bible hours, “God works in man as 
he works in everything else. He is at work in every 
blade of grass, in every flower and bird, in every 
planetary system, in the infinite, and in the infinitesimal. 
We do not hear the whir of machinery. There is 
no confusion or clashing. God works in silence, 

“Do not think that unless there is a great deal of 
noise and stir of emotion that God is not working. 
When Elijah met God on Mount Horeb, God was 
not in the rushing mighty wind, nor in the earthquake, 
nor in the fire, but he was in the still small voice. 

“We sometimes think because there is no great flood 
of emotion, God is not working in might.” ; 

And it was indeed such a deep, quiet, unemotional 
working of God that characterized the whole of the 
conference, from the opening meeting on the evening 


_of Saturday, July 18, to the impressive’ closing serv- 


ice on Sunday night, July 26. 

As at previous conferences, the morning prayer time 
at seven o’clock, which this year was in charge of 
Mr. Dinwiddie, proved a rich blessing to the delegates 


_and to the conference, 


During the Bible hour, at 9 A. M. each morning, 
Mr. Reich led the conference into deep and helpful 
meditations on the Word. The quiet forcefulness of 
the message, and the humble simplicity of the mes- 
senger gave evidence of the Holy Spirit’s presence 


and working, as the leading thought, “Face to face, — 
perfect vision,— communion with God” was developed 
from morning to morning. 

One thought emphasized was the extremely impost- 
ant matter of getting into a state of aloneness with 
God from time to time, if our Christian life is to 
properly develop. It is one of the greatest needs of 
the Church, There is such a thing as crowd psy- 
chology. A Frenchman says that Americans have 
three idols, — they worship size, and noise, and speed; 
but the method of God is the opposite. He passes 
by things that are big, and deals with the little. Chris- 
tianity began with a babe, and shepherds were the 
first to understand the mystery of God in the incarna- 
tion of his Son. God works in the silence, and there 
is nothing jazzy about the divine method. God is 
never in a hurry, for he has all eternity to work in. 
We need to be alone with God for repentance. 

In another matter, aloneness with God is vitally im- 
portant, and that is, in prayer. “But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet” (Matt. 6:6). Prayer 
includes all that we mean by intercourse with God, and 
in every heart there is a secret place into which God 
wishes to enter. If any man opens the door, God 
will come in, but he will not force it. “May I ask a 
question?” said the speaker, driving his remarks home. 
“When didst thou last pay a visit to thine inner cham- 
ber? Sad to say, some persons are never home in 
their own hearts.” 


The Victorious Life as Related to the Church 

During the Victorious Life periods, from nine to 
ten o'clock, Monday to’Saturday, inclusive, some of 
the great blessings of the conference came. It had 
been originally planned. that Mr. Dinwiddie should 
have charge of this hour, but he graciously gave way 
to the Rev. T. Austin-Sparks of London, Eng., whose 
fresh and vitalizing messages concerning the need of 
the rediscovery of the Church’s lost secret of exercis- 
ing the authority it possesses over the power of the 
enemy, through the victory of Calvary, brought many 
of the delegates into a new realization of their re- 
sponsibility and privileges as members of the body of 
Christ, and the importance, not merely of individual 
victory, but of the victory of the whole body of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, his Church. 

Developing this theme all through the week, Mr. 
Sparks gave as a eoncluding address a study of the 
Church as the body of Christ, showing that the vic- 
torious and reigning life with Christ for which this 
conference stands is not selfish or self-ful, but is to 
be lived in order to co-operate with the other members 
of the Body in a triumphal conflict over the powers 
of evil which would end this age. The blood in the 
human body is a wonderful symbol of the life, uncre- 
ated and divine, which sustains this mystical Body 
of Christ, this invisible ecclesia, and the Holy Spirit 
is the nerve system, which centers at every point in 
the head, is typical of the unity which should prevail 
in the Church with our Lord and with each other. 
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. Day Verses of the Conference 
Keswick, N. J., July 18-26, 1925 
ey Motto.—** To me to live is Christ” (Philippians 


Saturday.—‘* Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 


Sunday.—“ If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, ... and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways ; then will I hear... . for- 
give... and... heal” (2 Chron. 7: 14). 


Monday.—“ Neither know we what te do: but our eyes 
are upon thee” (2 Chron. 20: 12). 


‘— Submit yourselves therefore to God” (Jas. 


Wednesday. —‘* Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead in- 
deed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord” (Rom. 6: 11). 


Thursday. —* Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5: 16). 


Friday.—‘* He that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully’* (Jer. 23 : 28). 


Saturday.—* Thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15: 57). 


Sunday.—“ O sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath 
done marvellous things” (Psa. 98 : 1). 


Post Conference Verse. —“ The Lord, he it is that doth go 
before thee . . . he will not fail thee” (Deut. 31 : 8). 


His business is to make us know, to take of the things 
of God and show them unto us, to warn, to enable 
to urge, 
In the two Sunday morning services at 10.30, and in 
a number of the evening platform meetings, the Rev. 
L. L, Legters, Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, brought heart-searching messages of the need 
of confession and cleansing, and of what he éalled 
“The Mechanics of the Victorious Life.” The im- 
portance of the daily and systematic quiet time with 
God, and the daily meditation on the Word, and the 
practical suggestions for “continuing in victory” which 
the Holy Spirit prompted Mr. Legters to tell out of 
his own personal experience, will long be remembered 
“ — by the delegates. 
ne vesper services, usually held on th m, i 
front of the Raws Memorial Building, at oe pie eg 
were especially devoted to the young people, and a 
number of young people who had attended previous 
Victorious Life Conferences, and had gone out into 
o ag field, or ar ieee a work told how 
ad been using an essin i i - 
ticular fields of ectivity. oe eo 
_ The quickening, deepening work of the Holy Spirit 
in the lives of a group of believers should always 
mean a reaching out to others that they might share 
in the blessing, and so the Victorious Life Testimony 
has always felt that the dominant key note of each 
conference should be missions. Each morning, from 
10.15 to 11.15 Mission Study classes on the problems 
of the most prominent mission fields of the world 
were held. The South Ame,*:an Indians were con- 
sidered by one class, conducted by Mr. Legters. An- 
other class, in charge of Miss Mary McKubbin, a 
young missionary on furlough from China, considered 
that needy field, and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton addressed 
another class on the unoccupied mission fields of the 
world. On Friday evening the vesper service and the 
eight o’clock platform meeting were combined into 
one missionary meeting, when missi 
foreign fields told, in the briefest possible words, the 
need in their particular location. Another group of 
missionary volunteers, about ready to go out into active 
service, told why they were going to the mission field 
and after a Stirring presentation of the need, an oppor- 
tuntty was given for those who had, during the July 
Conference, heard God’s call to them to labor in his 
harvest, to dedicate their lives for service in the for- 
eign field, as the whole conference offered up prayers 
that God might thrust forth laborers into the harvest 
Many responded, and fifty-two young people who had 
either volunteered for the foreign field at some pre- 
vious conference or who did so for the first time at 
this conference, circled the platform, 
A Home Missionary’s Foreign Service 
No small contribution to the missi i 
of the conference came from Mrs Ee —e 


Wayne, Neb., who told, at one of the Len Ay 
’ ’ pat, vesper mee 
how, although the wife of a Sunday-schoot wane 


with a very small income, God had le i 
providing for the support of seventy oh pnw Meng 
and eight American missionaries on foreign fields. | 
As in 1923, the July Victorious Life Conference 
this year was greatly blessed by the ministry in music 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harkness of Los Angeles 
California. The brilliant accompanying of Mr. Hark. 
ness and the exquisite and effective solo work of Mrs 
Harkness were deeply appreciated by all who had the 
privilege of hearing them At one of the vesper 
services Mr. Harkness told how he was converted in 
one of the great Torrey-Alexander revival meetings 
in Australia, and how this led to his connection with 
the Torrey-Alexander and Chapman-Alexander re- 
vival work all over the world. 
. The_ well-known and treasured Scripture verse, 
My God shall supply all your need” (Phil. 4: 19) 
took on new force and freshness as Mr. Addison C. 
Raws, director of Keswick, and now field secretary of 
the Victorious Life Testimony, told on Saturday eve- 
ning how God had in his faithfulness supplied needs 
of Keswick, and how his own personal need had been 
met as he recently went to Wayne, Nebraska, for a 
series of meetings, the first time he had ever been 
asked to conduct a conference. “Too many Christians 
are living on coincidences,” said Mr. Raws, in telling 
how we may have God’s miracle-working power 
operating in our daily lives wherever we are. “But 
God wants to teach us that we need not depend upon 
coincidences, ‘but count on his miracle-working power 
always exerting itself in our behalf.” 
_ Four things were emphasized at the Say-So Meet- 
ing on Sunday afternoon as having been outstanding 
blessings of the conference, as some one hundred and 
forty out of two hundred that attended the conference 


onaries from many 


* told what God had done for them during the week: 





540 * 


(1) a new realization of the need of a definite prayer 
life, (2) a new sense of the need of cleansing, (3) a 
new conception of the authority that members of 
the body of Christ have the right to exercise over the 
powers of evil, and (4) a new understanding of what 
it means to be a member of the body of Christ. 

“Since I have been here I have learned many things, 
especially the power of prayer, and how to pray,” 
said one young girl. 

“I praise the Lord that he has deepened my prayer 
life since I came here. He has taught me to keep one 
hand toward Heaven and one toward the situation,” 
testified a Philadelphia young man. 

A young school teacher said, “I praise the Lord 
that this week I have had a new vision of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and now it is nothing of self and all of 
Christ.” 

The closing service of the conference brought just 
a touch of sadness as one realized that so soon must 
come the severing of the blessed friendships in Christ 
that had been formed and strengthened during the 
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week, and yet néw courage and joy came as one 
realized afresh the blessed truth of the post-con- 
ference verse, “The Lord, he it is that doth go before 
thee ... he will not fail thee” (Deut. 31:8). It was 
a sweetly solemn communion service that was con- 
ducted by Mr. Dinwiddie that last ‘Sunday evening, 
when many partook of the blessed symbols of our 
Lord’s body and blood for the first time as “bond- 
slaves” of the Lord Jesus Christ. A deeply thoughtful 
message by Mr. Dinwiddie on the significance of the 
bread and wine, as related to the believer, prepared the 
way for the communion service. Then at the close, as 
all the delegates joined hands in a great unbroken circle 
around the Auditorium, to unite in the singing of the 
old hymn, “Blest Be the Tie that Binds,” it seemed 
as if a new meaning of the whole united and victori- 
ous body of Christ swept over the gathering, and the” 
glory song of the bride burst forth spontaneously, 
O that will be glory for me, 
When by His grace I shall look on His face, 
That will be glory, be glory for me. 








How its meaning is illuminated 
by the Book of Acts 








The Sign of the Prophet Jonah 


By Dwight L. Pendleton 














Have you had difficulty in studying and in teaching the book of Jonah? Looking beyond the seeming * ‘difficulties ’’ 

that are permitted by so many to feep them from the deeper things of the book, this lawyer-teacher of a large Bible 

Class makes plain the spiritual and prophetical significance of the story of the prophet Jonah. This article concludes 
the study, which began in last week’s issue. 


(Concluded from last week’s issue) 


O JONAH goes to Nineveh, and before he com- 
pletes his first day’s journey his calt to repent- 
ance is answered by the whole city in sackcloth 
and ashes, and God forgives them. So was the whole- 
sale acceptance by the Gentiles of the preaching ot the 
Gospel after Christ’s resurrection. Then note what 
happens. ie 

The Jew becomes angry, and we see the true spirit 
of the nation in that generation revealed; for this 
Jonah is not the Christ any more, but is the same man 
who for hatred of the Gentile had fled from God, for 
he said, 

I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when I 
was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto 
Tarshish: for I knew thou art a gracious God, and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest 
thee of the evil. Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech 
thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than 
to live. 


In plain English, he would rather die than see the 
Gentile forgiven; and this was the attitude of that 
generatigh of the Jews when the Gentiles began to re- 
pent in large numbers and to come into the church. 
This anger of the Jews over the acceptance into the 
church of the repentant Gentiles is the pivotal point 
in the Book of Acts. 

When Paul the chosen apostle to the Gentiles, on 
his first journey into Gentile country preached his 
first recorded sermon in the Jewish synagogue on 
that Sabbath day at Antioch of Pisidia, the Jews 
were deeply interested: 

And as they went out, they besought that these words 
might be spoken to them the next sabbath. Now when 
the synagogue broke up, many of the Jews and of the de- 
vout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas; who, speak- 
ing to them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. 

And the next sabbath almost the whole city was gath- 
ered together to hear the word of God. But when the Jews 
saw the multitudes, they were! filled with jealousy, and 
contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul, and 
blasphemed. 

And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, and said, It 
was necessary that the word of God should first be spoken 
to you. Seeing ye thrust it from you, and judge your- 
selves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 


So Jonah stops his preaching, withdraws from the 
city, builds him a booth for shelter, and there he sits 
watching to see what becomes of Nineveh. Then God 
caused the gourd to grow as a shadow over his head, 
“to deliver him from his grief,” and Jonah was ex- 
ceeding glad because of it; but by the next morning it 
was withered, for the worm which God had prepared 
had stung it. To make matters worse, God sent a sul- 
try east wind, and the rays of the sun beat down upon 
his head, so that he fainted. And Jonah said to God, 
“It is better for me to die than to live.” And to God’s 
question, ‘“Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?” 
he replies, “I do well to be angry, even unto death.” 
But God said to Jonah, “Thou hast had pity on the 
gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither 
madest it grow; which came up in a night, and per- 
ished in a night; and should not I spare Nineveh?” 

Here is the climax of the whole story; but it is 
absolutely inexplicable as a real account of actual 
occurrences, for we are told that the sudden growth of 
the gourd, the great pleasure of Jonah over the gourd, 
the worm which “smote” the gourd, the sultry east 
wind, the beating rays of the sun, and the fainting of 
Jonah, were all intentionally caused by God himself. 
And stranger than all this is the deadly rage of Jonah 


over a perished gourd: for in defiance of God’s chal- 
lenge, “Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?” he 
answers, “I do well to be angry, even unto death.” And 
when the Lord put to him this final question, “Thou 
hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not 
laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in 
a night, and perished in a wight: and should not I 
spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than 
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between 
their right hand and their left hand; and also much 
cattle?” Jonah answers not a word. The story ends 
with this astounding picture of a prophet defying God 
and preferring death to life without the gourd. We 
are left to draw but one conclusion, — that the stiff- 
necked and rebellious Jew was given his election to 
die, and that the repentant Gentile capital was spared. 

Indeed, it is even stranger that for centuries the 
Jewish nation should have permitted this story to oe 
retained as a part of their inspired prophetic Scrip- 
tures in the face of all the national hatred that the 
Jew cherished against the city of Nineveh, the capital 
of the Assyrian empire, their enemy and oppressor. 
What was there in this story to cause them to so clas- 
sify it? But did they give it this place, or preserve it? 
Was it not inspired and placed there and preserved by 
God himself, as a sign to which his Christ could 
point as evidence of his divinity? 

But let us refer again to this last part of the story, 
not as a narrative, but as a sign. 

The jealous anger of the Jew over God’s forgiving 
the repentant city has subsided, and, sitting in his 
booth outside the walls, he is made exceeding glad by 
the gourd which was given as a “shadow over his 
head”; while he watches to see what will “become 
of the city.” 

What is this gourd which God prepared for a 
“shadow “over his head,” and which God also caused 
to wither, that the Jew in his fierce anger on account 
of it should defy God and elect to die rather than 
live without this “shadow over his head”? From this 
sign we know that this gourd, this shadow, was dearer 
to him than his own life. It is the closing scene in 
the story of Jonah,—the last picture thrown upon 
the screen, — portraying the final stand of the Jewish 
people as they watched the multitudes of repentant 
Gentiles pressing into the kingdom of God; just as 
Christ had warned them in the parable of the tnjust 
steward who had wasted his lord’s goods, when h 
said: 


since that 
and every man 


The law and the prophets were until .John: 
time the kingdom of God is preached, 
presseth into it. 


Turning to the account of that generation, as given 
to us in the Book of Acts, we learn that when Paul 
and Barnabas returned from that first journey that so 
aroused the jealous anger of the Jews because the 
Gentiles were receiving the Gospel, they reported back 
to the church at Antioch, which sent them out. 


And when they were come, and had gathered the church 
together, they rehearsed all that Goa had done with them, 
and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles 
And certain men which came down: from Judea taught 
the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after the 
manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore 
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputa- 
tion with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, 
and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto 
the apostles and elders about this question. 


Here then was the final stand taken by the Jews on 
the admission of the Gentiles to the church: the Gen- 


eee 
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hope of Israel. 


AUGUST 29, 1925. 


tiles must conform to the law of Moses, and observe 
the Jewish customs, that is, they» must be circumcised 
and become Jews. This would indeed be a glorious 
conquest if all the Gentiles could be made Jews. 


But the apostles and elders at Jerusalem after hear- 


ing this matter decided otherwise and James pro- 
nounced the final judgment of the church. 


Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not then, 
which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: But 
that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollu- 
tions of idols, and from fornication, and from things stran- 
gled, and from blood. For Moses of old time hath in every 
city them that preach him, being read in the synagogues 
every sabbath day. 


This was adopted by the church, and the letter was 
sent, and the doors were flung wide open to the Gen- 
tiles. But this question was not settled with the Jews 
who held to the Mosaic laws aad customs, as the last 
remark of James about the preaching of Moses in 
the synagogues would seem to indicate. 

However, under the authority of this letter, Paul 
and a host of others whom he had started continued 
to spread the Gospel broadcast in Gentile lands. The 
final clash came when Paul returned from the last of 
these journeys bearing the gracious gift sent by these 
Gentile converts to their Jewish brethren in the Church 
at Jerusalem. Luke, in the Book of Acts, tells us 
what happened: 


And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren re- 
ceived us gladly. And the day following Paul went in with 
us unto James; and all the elders were present. And when 
he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry. And 
when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto 
him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews 
there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the 
law: And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest 
all the Jews’ which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, 
neither to walk after the customs. What is it therefore? 
the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear 
that thou art come. Do therefore this that we say to thee: 
We have four men which have a vow on them; Them take, 
and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, 
that they may shave their heads: and all may know that 
those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, 
are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, 
and keepest the law. . . 

Theft Paul took the men, and the next day purifying 
himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the 
accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an 
offering should be offered for every one of them. And 
when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which 
were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up 
all the people, and laid hands on him, Crying out, Men of 
Israel, help: This is the man, that teacheth all men every 
where against the people, and the law, and this place: and 
further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath 
polluted this holy place . .. And all the city was moved, 
and the people ran together: and they took Paul, and 
drew him out of the temple: and forthwith the doors were 
shut. And as they went about to kill him, tidings came 
unto the chief captain of the band, that all Jerusalem was 
in an uproar, 


The law of Moses, and their customs, under the 
shadow of which they sheltered, even within the 
Church, were beginning to wither under the burning 
zeal of this one apostle specially called and set apart 
by the Lord for His work among the Gentiles. Their 
anger over his destructive teaching is the fury of 
death. 

Now look at the scene: the Roman soldiers have 
rescued Paul from the blows of the mob and he stands 
upon the stairs of the castle and tries to tell his story. 
They listen in silence as he tells of his conversion, for 
Jamies had just told him that thousands of these citizens 
of Jerusalem were believers; but when he comes to 
that part where he pleads with the Lord, when he ap- 
peared to him in a vision, to be permitted to preach 
to his people in Jerusalem, and when he tells them that 
Christ then said to him, “Depart: for I will send thee 
far hence unto the Gentiles,’ Luke gives us the pic- 
ture: 


And they gave him audience unto this word, and then 
lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow 
from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live. And 
as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust 
into the air, The chief captain commanded him to be 
brought into the castle, and bade that he should be ex- 
amined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they 
cried so against him. 


And why did they cry so against Paul? As James 
has said, it was because they had heard that he taught 
his Jewish converts among the Gentiles to forsake 
Moses and not to circumcise their children, and not 
to walk after their customs. 

Paul was striking at the root of those Mosaic in- 
stitutions under the shadow of which the Jerusalem 
Church as well as the Jews were sheltering and hoped 
to bring the Gentile churches, for James had said they 
were “all zealous of the law.” That cry of the Jews 
of Asia, “Men of Israel, help: This is the man, that 
teacheth all men every where against the people, and 
the law, and this place,” which rang out from the 
temple courts as they dragged him out and shut the 
temple doors, echoed and reverberated in every syn- 
agogue and’ was the death knell of the Jewish hope — 
symbolized in the closing of the doors of their temple. 

The law of Moses and their customs were the last 
This hope was that gourd, that 
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‘Lesson for Septemiber 13 


Acts 17: 1-12 


“shadow”. under which the Jew had taken shelter, 
which came up in a night and perished in a night. 

Yes, we can see that the hope of Israel was centered 
in the law of Moses, its ceremonies and customs, and 
that the teaching of Paul was striking at the very roots 
of these institutions under which they sheltered; but 
are we justified in saying that the law of Moses with 
its rites, its feasts, its holy days and ceremonies, was 
pictured in that gourd under the shadow of which the 
prophet. Jonah sat? ‘ 

Nearly all Paul’s letters to the various churches 
reflect the fury of that storm which arose over this 
very question, and he devoted no small space to ex- 


plaining to his converts that the Gospel had brought 
freedom from the observance of the Mosaic law. His 
call to them was, as in the letter to the Galatians, to 

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be 
circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 


Paul around whom, as the apostle to the Gentiles, 
this controversy rages in all its fury recognized and 
declared that the Mosaic laws and customs were that 
shadow, for in his letter to the Colossians, he says: 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or 
in respect of any holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 
sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but 
the body is of Christ. 


And in the letter, supposed to have been written by 
Paul, to the Hebrews, the writer in referring to the 
law of Moses says: 


For the law having a shadow of good things te come, and 
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not the very image of the things, can never. with those 
sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make 
the comers thereunto perfect. 


This. gourd was even then withering; the shadow 
was beginning to fade in the piercing rays of that 
“rising sun,” that morning light of the Gentile day, 
and as the beams broke upon the uncovered head of 
the Jew and he felt the heat of that coming day, in 
the words of that sign he cried out with Jonah, “I do 
well to be angry, even unto death.” And theirs was 
an anger, even unto death, for as they plotted and 
conspired and contended for the death of Paul, the one 
chosen apostle to the Gentiles, they forced him into 
the hands of the Roman captain at Jerusalem, and 
from there down to Czsarea under the protectioh of 
the Roman governor, and from there to appeal to 
Caesar, and in chains he is taken to Rome, that capi- 
tal of the Gentiles by whose hand that generation of 
the Jewish people fell “by the edge of the sword,” and 
were “led captive into all the nations,” and under whose 
foot Jerusalem was “trodden down,” and “shall be 
er down,” “until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 

ed.” 

Yes, it was their anger unto death that forced him 
in chains to Rome, that capital of the Gentiles, where 
he was to lay the foundations of the Gentile Church, 
which for nearly two thousand years has been pro- 
claiming among all nations the Gospel of the kingdom 
of God and of his Christ, in fulfilment of that Scrip- 
ture— “I will also give thee for a light to the Gen- 
tiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end 
of the earth.” 


WINCHESTER, Ky. 








And the youngsters straightened up and took 
a real interest in the Sunday-school lesson 
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day-school class a taste of how good the Word 
really is. 

When I was their age, and younger — when I was 
a little girl of eight, nine, ten years—I wanted to 
love the Bible. I wanted to want to read it much be- 
cause I belonged to Christ and he had died for me and 
he wished me to read. his Book. But, oh, it was 
drudgery much of the time. True, the Sunday-school 
lesson was interesting when I had a quarterly that 
explained it verse by verse. But, deary mé, I really 
ought to read those other places: 

Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob 
begat Judas and his brethren. ... 

Surely: that would not make me feel any better for 
the day’s playing and lessons. Well, here comes 
Leviticus : 

When any will offer a meat offering unto the Lord, his 

offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon 
it, and put frankincense thereon. 
Not much in that. I need never offer sacrifices in 
this country and time. Now, this is_ better. This is 
a story,—all about «Naomi, and her return to her 
own home. But why did God put that story in_his 
Book, when he. wrote it to tell us of Christ? What 
had it to do with me? : 

As I grew older, —ten, eleven, twelve, — still these 
unliked passages haunted my conscience. They were 
read now, dutifully; but I still had a guilty feeling 
that my reading of them did not accomplish anything, 
save to bring me delight in the musical language and 
show me some vivid word pictures. 

But one day I sat in church and listened while one 
who really knew the Word taught it. I had a vision 
of what it meant. to those disciples when “he opened 
to us the scriptures.” This man told us of the first 
man Adam and his bride Eve; of Christ the second 
Adam, and of the Church some day to be his bride. 
He told of God’s plan for the Jews and of how their 
rejection of it ministered to our salvation. He showed 
us why genealogy is interesting, and of how the seem- 
ingly wearisome “begats” prove to us that Christ is 
indeed “the Lion of the tribe of Juda.” He told us 


| WANTED to give my boys and girls in the Sun- 


. of Ruth as the ancestress of Christ, and of how she, 


a Gentile, is a type of the Church, Christ’s bride, 
which he, a Bethlehemite, is going to redeem. He 


showed us the difference between Israel and the- 


Church, and made clear why certain promises and 
warnings and covenants cannot apply to both. What 
did he not tell us! He was a faithful witness, and 
true, for, even as he rightly divided the Word of 
Truth to us, he constantly said: “Don’t take my word 
for that. You want higher authority. Look it up for 
yourselves, Put down this reference, and this, and 
look them up when you go home.” I did, eagerly. 
Then he told us of Christ’s death as typified by all 
the sacrifices, and told of his resurrection and of his 
coming to reign upon the throne of David, as God had 
promised his servant David. Even of the future he 
told us, —of Christ’s coming and of our being caught 
up to meet him. 
Why, the Bible was a new book to me! I had heard 
I had been taught by consecrated 


wonderful sermons. 
Sunday-school teachers. But not one of them ever 


preached or taught from the Word of God as a whole 
book. How it opens up when we so study it. There 
is not a useless nor insignificant ‘part in it. Do you 
know all these wonderful things? How fortunate 
you are! If you do not know them, will you allow 
me to suggest just a few helps to learning them? Be 
sure to get a Scofield Reference Bible and study the 
foot notes diligently, looking up every reference, and 
going over and over the notes and Bible verses. Also 
get a copy of “Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth,” by 
Dr. Scofield, and a copy of the tract, “The Three Judg- 
ments,” by the Rev. D. M. Stearns. There are many, 
many other helps for learning about the Bible as a 
whole book f you write to The Sunday School 
Times I am sure they will advise you. Those I named 
were the greatest help to me. ¥ 

Here now was my Sunday-school class at an age to 
be taught the Bible. I could teach them the lesson 
each Sunday. Although not a brilliant teacher, and 
lacking in personality and background of knowledge, 
I could make it interesting to them. I could keep 
perfect order while teaching. I could draw many 
moral and spiritual lessons and clinch them firmly. I 
could’ do more, I could connect the last lesson or two 
by reviewing each Sunday before taking up the new 
lesson. That was not enough. I wanted my boys and 
girls to go out from under my teaching knowing of 
the great themes of the Bible, seeing every part of it 
related. This I did not know how to do; but there is 
One who has promised to give us the wisdom we lack, 
if we ask him. So this became a daily subject of 
prayer. Then the way was worked out for me. 

Try it yourself, and see how, Sunday by Sunday, 
the way opens up until you are as eager as a child 
with a new toy to go to the lesson teaching to see 
what: new paths it will lead you into, and to see how 
the class enjoys it. 

We banished all quarterlies from the table and each 
had an open Bible. I skipped about the class in call- 
ing for the reading of the verses. As I explained or 
questioned about one verse, I was leading into the next. 
If we happened to be studying in Exodus, say the 
second chapter, after talking about that eleventh verse 
and how Moses felt to see his countryman cruelly 
treated and in hunger while he lived in luxury, the 
question leading to the twelfth verse might be: “What 
do you imagine Moses might feel like doing if he 
actually saw one of the Hebrews struck by the op- 
pressor? — What did he do, Grover?” Grover was 
Overgrown, lazy, coming only because his mother in- 
sisted upon it. He never had the place when I called 
on him. Any otber scholar would see that the thir- 
teenth verse was indicated and would read it. Not so 
Grover. Invariably at a question or remark, he would 
start violently as from a vague dream. One hand 
would push up his mop of hair into a comical state of 
bewilderment, while his forehead knotted as in fren- 
zied thought. One eye cocked at the far corner of 
the ceiling, only to be closed while the other eye cocked 
at the opposite corner. Nothing eventualizing, a sheep- 
ish grin would be followed by a desperate, “Why, gosh, 
” All this was a clever bit of by-play 


Gull Ge ead 


‘that never failed to seem funny to the rest of th 


class. . 
One Sunday we started with closed Bibles. “Turn 
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to the first book. Who knows what it is? Right! 
Genesis! What does that mean? It means ‘begin- 
nings.’ What beginnings does this book tell about?” 
(Here various questions and answers and looking at 
chapters and verses previousy hunted out by me drew 
out the fact that it tells of the beginning of life here 
in this world; of the beginning of sin; of the begin- 
ning of the Chosen People; of the beginning of sac- 
rifice.) “Now let us see how all this helps to explain 
our lesson to-day. Because these people of Israel 
were so important to God, when Moses left Egypt and 
its riches to help them, he was really picking out a 
bigger job than any that Pharaoh could have given 
him. Yet we shall find he was not eager to take it; 
didn’t snap it up the way you boys may when you, 
some day, get the chance to be Secretary to the Presi- 
dent. Or is it President you are going to be?” 

The following Sunday’s review was: “Who finds the 
first book in the Bible most quickly? Ah, but do you 
remember the book has a lot to say about a man who 
was called the friend of God? Who was he?” And, 
will you believe it, it was our Grover who suddenly 
straightened out of his hunched abstraction to snap 
his fingers before me,—“‘Why, you know, that — that — 
that guy — that ‘there first one that got the Jews started 
— Abraham!” Grover did not go back to sleep, quite, 
nor was he surreptitiously rolling paper wads when I 
asked, “Well, but how do we get to Abraham? This 
book begins with Adam. I don’t see anything about 
Jews in the story of creation, either.” One eye 
watched me from under half-closed lids while his 
laconic correction of mistakes the others made in trac- 
ing from Adam to Abraham to Moses, proved his in- 


terest. This was a game! You could get somewhere 
with this! And you could see where you started from, 
too. 


Are you saying this repetition of review could be- 
come very monotonous? But sometimes we worked 
back after the lesson, after I had told the story as 
vividly a> my poor powers permitted. Then (say it 
was a lesson about the golden calf) it might be: “So 
‘we believe those people sinned dreadfully? Well, what 
is sin? Have we had about-a:..” one else sinning against 
God? Any one in Egypt? Yes, Pharaoh. Had these 
Israelites learned much of their sin from living with 
heathen? Well, thea, why did they live with them? 
How came they there? Yes. What do you mean 
by the ‘promised land’? Who was it promised to?” 
(With a bit of branching off here to find out “Have 
we any promised land? Any special home promised 
to us?” and so on.) “Why did God promise it to Abra- 
ham and his descendants?” So we work back until 
we get back to the Garden of Eden and the beginning 
of sin, getting, without calling it by name, the doctrine 
of original depravity. We link the New Testament 
to the Old by Jooking up the verses about sin coming 
into the world through the first man, Adam. 

As the lessons progressed farther into the Bible, we 
reviewed much by books. We quickly found the books 
in order, while we reviewed what events might be 
found in each book, and how they were spun together 
by connecting links. 

Do you see how fascinating it could be to carry 
the whole Bible theme forward a bit Sunday by Sun- 
day? And how they grasped it and understood! Why, 
these girls and boys can take much more solid food 
than we are giving them. They need it for growth. 

The lesson, then, when we got to it after a review, 
was a new, fresh bit added to a painting which they 
were eager to see completed. Remember how keen 
you used to be to see what picture your pieces of 
cut-out puzzle made when pieced together ? 

That was a review of facts, a bit of the one great 
‘theme. As they grew older (eleven, twelve, thirteen) 
it was possible to branch out more. We heard much 
about Christ’s coming to us again. We found how 
many things in the Old Testament are types of Christ. 
Saw how the love stories typify his love for the 
Church. The prophets became wonderful lessons for 
us. They were not isolated chinks of light; but each 
one related to the other and all needed in the whole 
Bible review. 

Then we came to the New Testament and began to 
study the Apostles’. Creed. That is marvelously in- 
teresting and rich with spiritual value. We take it 
line by line and search out the Bible verses which we 
could show to any “inquiring heathen” as proof of the 
statements in the Creed. 

It takes study, teacher; more than just the lesson. 
Those steel-trap young minds are eager to trip you 
on a misstatement. They are immediately dulled of 
interest if you are a bit vague or lose a link in the 
whole chain. It takes study; but it is worth it. 


DELAWARE WATER Gap, Pa, 
te 


An_ inspiring devotional book by the late Dr. 
Smellie is “Service and Inspiration.” The chapter 
titles indicate its scope: The Prevailing Motive, The 
Worst Foes, The Immortal Book, The Reading which 
Feeds the Heart, The Quickening Power, The Best 
Training, The Daily Walk, The Unforgetting Lord, 
The Great Hope, Give Me the Master. Companion 
volumes are “The Well by the Way” and “Out of the 
Desert a Gift.” Each book may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50 each, or at the special price of $4, 
postpaid, for the set of three. 
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SEPTEMBER 13. PAUL IN THESSALONICA AND BEREA 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 17 : 1-12 
Golden Text.—Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.—1 Thess. 5 : 21 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword és 


NE student of Acts thinks it strange that Paul 
QO in his epistles never mentions the Bereans. Dr. 

Stifler says the reason is plain why Paul wrote 
no letter to the church at Berea: “These open-hearted 
men, with the Bible before them, required no addi- 
tional guidance.” 


The Historical Setting 


From Philippi to Thessalonica was about a hundred 
miles over the Egnatian Way, a continuation of the 
Appian Road out of Rome. Herodotus and Thucydi- 
des refer to it under the name of Therma. It was 
rebuilt by Cassander and named for his wife, Thessa- 
lonica, sister of Alexander the Great. It was one of 
the free cities of the Roman Empire, having its own 
constitution, democratic in government, with chief mag- 
istrates called politarchs, like our “city fathers.” This 
is the word used by Luke in verses 6 and 8. He was 
once contradicted by wise higher critics who claimed 
there were no such rulers there, until a stone was dug 
up by the spade of archeology (now preserved in the 
British Museum) from a triumphal arch with the 
word “politarchs” on it, naming such officials. 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 1.—When they had passed through Amphi- 
polis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, The 
former city was thirty-three miles from Philippi and 
the latter town thirty miles farther on. Amphipolis 
was an important military station. Paul’s party does 
not stop to evangelize them because Amphipolis could 
easily be evangelized from Philippi and Apollonia 
from Thessalonica. The latter is still an important 
seaport, to-day called Saloniki, which figured in the 
World War operations. 

Verse 2.—‘For three sabbath days reasoned with 
them from the scriptures. The margin substitutes 
“weeks” for “sabbath days.” Paul always began at 
Jerusalem. He supported himself by working with 
his own hands at his trade of ten#making while he 
was in the city (1 Thess. 2:9), but twice he received 
gifts from the generous new church he had left be- 
hind (Phil. 4:16). Canon Howson and Dr. Spence 
notice that Paul in lifting up Christ to the Jews “never 
appealed to His miracles, but always referred them to 
their own Scriptures, every letter of which they valued 
as Divine.” 


Verse 3.—Opening and alleging that it behooved the 
Christ to suffer, and to rise. Paul’s “opening” was 
expounding and his “alleging” was bringing forward 
the proofs. The Jews were looking for the Anointed 
One,— the Messiah. Not only will he be a reigning 
Messiah but a suffering one, Paul shows from the 
Old Testament, and, suffering unto death, he shows 
that the Old Testament teaches that he will rise out 
of death. Now Jesus of Nazareth has fulfilled both 
those conditions! 

Verse 4.—And some of them were persuaded, and 
consorted with Paul and Silas. “Literally, were added,” 
says Alford, “as if by lot, that being determined by 
God, who gave them the Holy Spirit of adoption (1 
Thess. 2: 173) to the great family of which Paul and 
Silas were members.” Concerning “the devout Greeks” 
compare 1 Thessalonians 1:9. Again “the aptitude of 
women for the reception of the Gospel” is to be noted. 

Verse 5.—But the Jews, being moved with jealousy, 
took unto them certain vile fellows of the rabble. 
There was such an evident dynamic in the reasoning 
of Paul, so far superior to that of the local rabbis or 
synagogue authorities that the Jews did not hesitate 
to enlist the aid of certain lewd fellows of the baser 
sort, as the Authorized Version puts it, the “scum 
of the population,” the canaille, the gunmen of the 
underworld, to aid in securing revenge. The riot must 
appear to the politarchs of the city to be purely a mat- 
ter of their law. Jason, whose name is a Greek form 
of Joshua or Jesus, was assaulted because he had 
lodged the preachers. 

Verse 6.—These that have turned the world upside 
down. Rumors of Gospel triumphs in Philippi and 
even perhaps of the first missionary journey must have 
been seeping into Europe, and are referred to in this 
unintended tribute made by the Jewish-rabble-alliance 
with the city rulers. 

Verse 7.—Contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying 
that there is another king. The Julian “leges majes- 
tatis’ were such decrees. But for fear this accusa- 
tion would not be strong eriough, it is bolstered up by 
a charge of treason against Caesar, which no magis- 
trate could afford to disregard. The Jews were them- 
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1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia, they came to Th lonica, where was. a synagogue 
of the Jews: 2 and Paul, as his custom was, went in unto 
them, and for three : sabbath days reasoned with them 
from the scriptures, 3 opening and alleging that it behooved 
the Christ to suffer, and to rise again from the dead; and 
that this Jesus, whom, said he, I proclaim unto you, is 
the Christ, 4 And some of them were persuaded, and con- 
sorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a 
great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. 5 But 
the Jews, being moved with jealousy, took unto them cer- 
tain vile fellows of the rabble, and gathering a crowd, set 
the city on an uproar; and assaulting the house of Jason, 
they sought to bring them forth to the people. 6 And when 
they found them not, they dragged Jason and certain 
brethren before the rulers of the city, crying, These that 
have turned *?the world upside down are come hither also; 
7 whom Jason hath received: and these all act contrary to 
the decrees of Cesar, saying that there is another king, 
one Jesus. 8 And they troubled the multitude and the 
rulers of the city, when they heard these things. 9 And 
when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, 
they let them go. 

1@ And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and 
Silas by night unto Bercea: who when they were come 
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 Now 
these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that 
they received the word with all readiness of mind, exam- 
ining the scriptures daily, whether these things were so. 
12 Many of them therefore believed; also of the Greek wo- 
men of honorable estate, and of men, not a few. 


2Or, weeks 2Gr. the inhabited earth. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 











selves at heart disloyal to Rome, and they repeat the 
strategy which turned Pilate against Christ. 

Verse 9.—When they had taken security ... they 
let them go. They bound over Jason and the rest 
(comp. v. 6) to see that there would be no further 
trouble. How anxious Paul was, after he had been 
compelled to flee, to go back and comfort his fellow- 
sufferers, is seen from 1 Thessalonians 2: 18. 

Verse 10.—Sent away Paul and Silas by night unto 
Berea. Timothy appears to have been left behind to 
comfort and build up the fine new Thessalonian church, 
Beréa lay some fifty miles west of Thessalonica. Its 
modern name is Verria or Kara-Verria. 

Verse 11.—These were more noble ... in that they 
received the word with all readiness of mind. The 
word “noble,” while it does have the meaning of “well- 
born,” has a wide latitude of meaning, and here has 
the idea of “generous” or “magnanimous.” The 
Bereans did not allow national prejudices to influence 
them. They took a middle ground between credulity 
and skepticism. They took Paul’s able reasonings 
back to the Scriptures themselves as the standard for 
measurement. It could not be othe:wise, then, than 
that many of them believed, as we are told. 

Verse 13.—The Jews of Thessalonica . . . came 
thither likewise, stirring up and troubling the multi- 
tudes. This visit was probably made after news 
drifted back to Thessalonica of what the Lord was 
doing at Berea. There is evidence of this lapse of 
time in Paul’s statement later that he attempted several 
times to visit the Thessalonians (1 Thess, 2:18), and 
he could only have made such a visit from Berea, as, 
when he left there, he burned his bridges behind him. 


The Homiletical Form 


SATAN STIRRED BY THE TYPICAL AposToLIC MESSAGE 
1, Death and Resurrection preaching arouses envy 
at Thessalonica (vs. 1-9). 
2. Death and Resurrection preaching finds open- 
mindedness at Berea (vs. 10-14). 


The Topical Values 


‘The Bible Not an Unreasonable Book.—“Paul ... 
reasoned with them from the scriptures” (v. 2). It 
would be unreasonable if God should have put man- 
kind on the earth, and then have given him no guide 
book. It is reasonable that God should have given 
man a revelation of his will and his purposes for the 
world. It would then be surprising if this Book were 
an unreasonable one. “Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord,” to his people. Within its 
designed scope and purpose the Bible is reasonable, 
and reasons along the line of this purpose, which is 
the history of redemption. Paul could thus reason 


concerning himself” (Luke 24:26, 27). 


with the Jew, who had much understanding of why 
he had been set apart to be a peculiar people, and why 
he had been entrusted with the oracles of God. Un- 
able, however, to rid his mind of Davidic and Sol- 
omonic national glory, the Jew had skipped in his 
searching of his Scriptures the passages that foretold 
a suffering Messiah. Paul reasons with him to show 
that there were a great many prophecies that foretold 
this phase of the Messiah’s life. Our Lord did not 
often, if ever, reason. Being God, being the Truth 
incarnate, he had but to state. It is said that he never 
used a complete syllogism of logic. But Paul, taking 
the words of God, did reason. There are times when 
reason comes to the end of its course, and brings us 
face to face with the truth that as the heavens are 
high above the earth, so high are his thoughts above 
our thoughts. Then reason must yield to faith. 

How Did Paul Prove It?—‘Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen” (v. 3). Paul’s argument must 
have followed very closely along the line of that of 
our Lord when he went with the two on the way to 
Emmaus, and said, “Ought not Christ to have suffered 

. . and beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 

; What Scrip- 
tures did Paul quote from to prove the suffering and 
crucifixion, and the resurrection? Doubtless he illus- 
trated with the sacrificial types which pointed to the 
Lamb of God. Doubtless he showed that the time 
when Abraham saw Christ’s day was the day he took 
Isaac to the top of Moriah, and as good as offered 
him on the altar, believing that God woud raise him 
from the dead, as the Father in Heaven later did his 
own Son. Doubtless he quoted the twenty-second 
Psalm, the crucifixion Psalm, though written centuries 
before the Roman method of capital punishment had 
come into existence. Of course he dwelt on the fifty- 
third of Isaiah, and Daniel 9:26. Perhaps he eluci- 
dated by quoting Zechariah 13:1, where the old re- 
pentant remnant is surely pointed to the Cross. And 
as to resurrection there is the Isaac typology again, 
and Job’s cry, “I know that my redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth” 
(Job 19:25). No doubt he quoted Psalm 16: 10, as 
Peter did in his sermon on the day of Pentecost. 

The Gospel Revolutionary.—“These that have turned 
the world upside down” (v. 6). It would have been 
a truer statement if they had put it the other way — 
“downside up.” The Gospel makes the world face 
God, and it is the most revolutionary element in the 
earth. It transfigures men and transforms nations, if 
they will but be fully attentive to it. Concerning the 
statement of these rowdies, Canon Howson says: 
“They uttered a great truth without knowing what 
they said. The religion of Christ is revolutionary. 
Its aim is to overthrow selfishness and cruelty, idol- 
atry, and all forms of immorality. What human de- 
pravity has accomplished, it seeks to abolish. Wher- 
ever the Gospel goes, it destroys superstitious rites, 
puts away false religions, and calls upon ‘men to for- 
sake the service of idols and the world, and turn unto 
the living God.” 


The Practical Aim 


The Human Will.—“And some of them were per- 
suaded” (v. 4), but not all. As God opened the door 
to the Gentiles through Peter, and began to push Paul 
out with the Gospel, especially to this class, it be- 
came increasingly evident on the first two mission- 
ary journeys that not all, but some only would accept 
the offers of salvation. God will not burglarize the 
human heart and will. God’s volition is for universal 
salvation — but, sad to say, not man’s. God is “not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance,” and Christ’s atonement is sufficient to 
save the whole world. But it has ever been on earth 
as our Lord found it in his day — “I would have gath- 
ered you... but ye would not.” If any member of 
the class will but sincerely will to put his will on God’s 
side, God will lead him on to full truth (John 7:17). 


Final Word 


At the July Victorious Life Conference at Keswick, 
N. J., the Rev. T. Austin-Sparks of London, said that 
in England Christian students were sending to Amer- 
ica in order to secure what they considered to be the 
best available translation of the Epistles of Paul — 
that of Conybeare — while over here in America he 
found that few seemed to appreciate its value or to 
possess a copy. This translation can be secured from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, at 75 cents, postage 7 cents, and 
it will be valuable in studying the next lesson taken 
7 seals letter to the persecuted Thessalonian 
church. 
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for September 13 
Acts 17 31-12 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW long was Paul in Thessalonica on this first visit? 
H 2. What great tribute was paid Paul and his party 
by his opponents in Thessalonica — perhaps the greatest one 
ever paid him during his life time? 

3. What was the heart of the Gospel message, as Paul 
preached it? 

4. Why had the Jews missed their Old Testament teach- 
ing about a suffering Messiah? 

5s What Scriptures do you think Paul reasoned from? 

6. What does this lesson teach about Christian fellow- 
ship? 

7. Of what in Paul’s preaching were the Jews envious? 

8. What is the real significance of the charge made by 
the jealous Jews: “These that have turned the world up- 
side down”? P 

9. What old accusation was brought against the apostles? 

10. Of whom may Jason be called a type? 

11. How did God use the persecution of his messengers? 

12. Was it cowardly for Paui and Silas to leave Thessa- 
lonica? Give your reason. 

13. Where did Paul do his preaching in both Thessalonica 
and Berea? 

14. In what respect were the inhabitants of Berea differ- 
ent from those of Thessalonica? 

1s. How do we know that there were noble souls in 
Thessalonica? ° 

16. In what respect were the groups of believers in the 
two cities very different? i 

17. What group of people were particularly responsive to 
Paul’s teaching in these two places? 

18. What shows the wisdom of the Bereans? 

19. What is the difference in reading or studying the 
Bible to teach others and in feeding upon the Word to 
nourish our own souls? 

20. Where previously was there emphasis upon searching 
the Scriptures? 

21. On what burning question of religion of our times is 
much light thrown by Paul’s experience in Berea? . 

2z, What may be the reason that Paul never sent an 
epistle to the Berean church? 


Answers to Last Week’s. Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sword of Victory.—Paul, as his custom was, 
... reasoned with them from the scriptures (v. 2). 
Paul knew the poets, he had what history there was, 
the Stoics and .Epicureans‘and all the other philos- 
ophies were familiar enough to Paul— indeed he was 
somewhat of a philosopher himself, as you will find 
upon a little study. You will notice, however, when 
it came to preaching, notwithstanding his mastery of 
these other implements of intellectual warfare, like 
D’Artagnan in “The Three Musketeers,” he depended 
entirely upon his good Damascus blade (Acts 9:22; 
Eph. 6:17.) When you do otherwise, Mr. Preacher 
or Mr. Teacher, — well, I’m too polite to write down 
just what you are. While here in Florida I ran up 
to Palm Beach to see some Coatesville friends who 
winter there. There is a church where the fine folks 
who frequent Palm Beach attend. The minister is 
Dr. Ward (he reads the Corner), and was brought 
there by the maker of South Florida, Mr. Flagler. 
Dr. Ward was former president of Wells College. 
He preaches the good old Gospel of sin, and salvation 
through the atoning blood of Jesus Christ. The fine 
folks of Palm Beach so pack the church that many 
are turned away. While I was there the wealthy men 
of the place had just underwritten an enlargement 
of the church and the salary of Dr. Ward. Remember 
this, Mr. Preacher: Rich and poor, high and low, 
Palm Beach and Cabbage Patch are all from the same 
God, all lost in the same sin jungle and all want to 
hear of the way out. Why do the people crowd the 
Billy Sunday meetings while Billy never gets stale? 
Because Billy never fails to reason from the Scrip- 
tures. As we passed Columbia, S. C., on the way 
down here, we found Billy there with a mighty at- 
tendance of about 10,000 with 7,000 to 8,000 “trail 
hitters.” “Catch on,” Mr. Preacher, and swing that 
sword and no other for victory. 


The Kill.—Certain vile fellows of the rabble... 
set the city in an uproar (v. 5). We have a more 
popular name for that since the war, — “propaganda.” 
Easiest thing in the world to stir a mass of men into 
an uproaring rabble if they have no religion to steady 
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them, Religion is like the governor upon the engine 
that keeps it from running away. Russia is an ex- 
hibit in the case. Russia murdered the Jews, drove 
out the Baptists and other religionists. Then two men 
came and the mob murdered and robbed and drove out 
Russia’s best. Russia, as I write, starves and dies like 
flies in spite of America’s out-pouring of millions of 
money and cargoes of grain. To show the power of 
the rabble: fourteen years ago here in huthdrum little 
Coatesville, a town of about ten thousand, a poor 
drunken colored man who worked in the steel mills 
shot the policeman who came to arrest him with the 
policeman’s own pistol as they struggled. In his ar- 
rest the colored man was badly hurt and taken to the 
hospital on the hillside out of town. The policeman 
shot was not popular enough to be elected constable a 
few weeks before. Yet on the following day, which 
was Sunday, “certain vile fellows of the baser sort” 
stirred up the rabble, and that night while the decent 
people were at church or in their homes, stormed the 
hospital, took out the wounded colored man and burnt 
him alive under the most horrible circumstances. It 
was afterward found that the rabble was made up of 
crazy drunken boys, @e ripe product of Coatesville’s 
saloons. Coatesville in consequence went dry long 
before the Eighteenth Amendment. Listen, folks! 
When your anti-Christian propaganda brings forth its 
ripe fruit, this is exactly what the rabble is likely to do 
to you and yours. Your actions and attitude are prop- 
aganda, don’t forget. “What you are speaks so loud 
I can’t hear what you say.” The heathen rabble killed 
in ‘Coatesville. The heathen rabble killed in Russia 
and your heathen rabble will kill in. Yale, Harvard, 
Princeton, Columbia, and elsewhere. You are the 
“bourgeois,” don’t you know! (Rom. 1:29.) 


The Good Old Book.—Now these were more noble 
. . examining the scriptures daily (v. 11). This is 
how Luke sizes up the daily Bible reader. To join 


the nobility you do not have to be a subject, acquire 


millions, marry a title, or perform a service for the 
crown. Just get a Bible and buckle down to it for 
your garter! If you have no other scheme The Sun- 
day School Times can fix you up with its Daily Read- 
ings. That which makes the Anglo-Saxon such “a noble 
race” is its love for the old Boodk. The Bible manu- 
facturers tell us that the Book as a best seller makes 
all the other “best sellers” look “like a village weekly.” 
Only the other day the Gideons bought and put thous- 
ands of the Bibles into the great Atlantic City hotels 
(all but one, and that one, let me say, was not “The 
Breakers,” the great Hebrew hotel). The splendid 
Hotel Dennis has just bought a fine Bible for every 
room in the house. The Pocket Testament League 
is handing them out by the hundreds of thou- 
sands. So is the Scripture Gift Mission and 
hundreds of others, to say nothing of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society and the printing presses upon all the 
mission fields (Isa. 2:3; John 17:20). Some years 
ago I sent to a bunch of the “women of Samaria” who 
lived in Chinatown boxes of Philadelphia’s finest con- 
fections and a copy of the Scriptures bound in red 
leather. These girls made forty times more fuss over 
the Scriptures than over the chocolates. They were 
“pleased” with the candy, but “delighted” with the 
Testaments. There is a great story back of this in- 
cident I will tell some day. So long as your land loves 
and reads God’s Book we need not worry about “God’s 
Country.” No more significant comparison of Anglo- 
Saxondom and Continental Europe than the Bible dis- 
tribution. Talk to some of your own sex who have 
been to Paris and Berlin and can tell you what is doing 
there in the theaters and music halls — and that, too, 
under government permission and protection. The old 
Book has the power to keep us as a people sweet and 
clean. The old Book keeps us kindly and noble. The 
old Book keeps us strong and fit. The old Book keeps 
us generous and helpful. Just as Cromwell’s Psalm- 
singing Puritans put John Bull upon the map, so did 
Pershing’s Bible Class boys put Uncle Sam on the 
map. Continental Europe sat up and took notice upon 
both occasions! 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of Internati .nal Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday Schoo! Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
2 copy, or $1 a dozen. 
. July 5.—The Beginning of Foreign Missions 
Acts 12:25 to 13:12 
. July 12—The Gospel in Antioch of Pisidia. Acts 13 : 13-52 
. July 19.—The Gospel in Lystra ........ eooeeActs 14: 1-28 
~ July 26—The Council at Jerusalem ........ Acts 15 : 1-35 
. August 2.—The Epistle of James ...The Book of James 
6. August 9.—Beginning the Second Missionary Tour 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:58 
7. August 16.—Temperance Lesson ..... Galatians 5 : 13-24 
8. August 23.—The Macedonian Call .......... Acts 16 : 6-18 
9. August 30.—Paul and the Philippian Jailer.Acts 16 : 16- 
10. September 6.—Paul Writes to the Philippians 
Philippians 1 to 4 
11. September 13.—Paul in Thessalonica and Berom 
Acts 17: 1-12 
12. September 20.—Paul Writes to the Thessalonians 
1 Thessalonians 1 to § 
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13. September 27.—Review 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charies Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make cqmparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











HE familiar eleventh verse in the lesson which 

makes comparison between the inhabitants of 
Berea and. Thessalonica is suggestive of the principle 
which may be utilized in the teaching. This verse 
has come ringing down the centuries not only as a 
tribute to the Bereans but as a suggestion to all others. 
Thessalonica was not without its noble souls, but its 
unbelievers were not merely skeptics, but were so 
prejudiced, that, allying themselves with others no less 
deserving of the designation “of the baser sort,” they 
opposed the Word of God to the extent of haling a 
fellow-citizen before the magistrates for no greater 
crime than hospitality to the messengers of the Word. 
Nor were they content until they had followed on with 
their fierce opposition to Berea where “nobler souls’ 
had received the Word with open mind and had sought 
in their Scriptures to know the truth of the message 
instead of blindly opposing it. It was to the same 
kind of unbelieving Jews that our Lord gave the 
direction to do what the Bereans here so nobly did — 
search the Scriptures. 

We have already noted that in Thessalonica there 
were Jewsof a different sort who, like the Bereans, 
believed the Word, and some of them instead of per- 
secuting the truth were themselves dragged before 
the magistrates. They belong in honor with the Be- 
reans and not with their noisy and prejudiced fellow- ° 
citizens. In both cities it is worthy of remark that 
devout Greeks heeded the message and that the women 
are especially mentioned. In spite of the opposition, 
the believers in both cities were “not a few,” which 
, have encouraged greatly the “earts of the apos- 
tles. 

As time permits, the class may verify from the rec- 
ord the fact that Paul here followed the method of 
approach which he used in other cities where there 
was a synagogue of the Jews. Comparisons may also 
be made with his messages elsewhere. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet yg the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
aT desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
n 


For the lesson of December 20, illustrations 
are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 
not on Paul. 


Where to Find Lord Kelvin.—Paul, as his custom 
was, went in unto them (v. 2). Hoffmann, the famous 
German chemist, once related an experience he had. 
In 1890 he visited Glasgow, arriving in the town late 
on Saturday night. The following morning he went 
to call on Sir William Thompson, afterward Lord 
Kelvin. The door-bell was answered by a parlor-maid, 
of whom Hoffmann asked if Sir William were at 
home. “Sir, he most certainly is not.” “Could you 
tell me where I might find him?” “You will find him 
in church, sir,” was the reply, “where you ought to 
be.”’—From the Sunday Schooi Chronicle. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Giving the Bible a Chance.—They received the 
word with all readiness of mind (v. 11). Gypsy Smith 
at the Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., 
told of a man who said he had gotten no inspiration 
from the Bible, although he had gone through it sev- 
eral times. “Let it go through you, once,” was the 
evangelist’s reply, ‘then you will tell a different story !” 
—From the Record of_ Christian Work. Sent by 
Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


The Scottish Soldiers’ Toast.—Examining the scrip- 
tures daily (v. 11). In the early days of the last cen- 
tury one of the King’s Scottish regiments was quar- 
tered in Edinburgh Castle. To that regiment belonged 
certain grave and God-fearing officers, who kept up a 
curious custom. Every evening, after mess, they drank 
together this standing toast: “A clean sword and a 
dirty Bible.” What did such a toast mean? These 
were brave men, who knew that war, even at its best 
was a sad and horrible thing. Therefore they de- 
sired, if possible, to keep their swords clean and bright, 
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with no dark stains or notches along the 
blade. And by a dirty Bible they meant 
a Bible whose pages were thumbed and 
soiled, and frayed by constant use. So 
many Bibles are kept disgracefully clean! 
Those officers were right in coupling to- 
gether the clean sword and the dirty 
Bible. It is the second which makes the 
first. From the Sunday at Home. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


A Wide Sea.— Examining the scriptures 
(v. 11). The sea of God’s Word is not 
like Gennesaret, twelve miles by six, but 
boundless; and in any one direction you 
can sail on forever. Why then confine 
yourself to a short psalm, or to a few 
verses of an epistle? The largest fish 
are not near the shore. Hoist all sail 
to the winds of heaven. Take hold of 
both oars and pull away. Be like some 
of the whalers that go off New Bedford 
or Portsmouth to be gone for two or 
three years. Yea, calculate on a lifetime 
voyage. You do not want to land until 
you land in heaven. Sail away, O ye 
mariners, for eternity. Launch out into 
the decp.—From Taimage. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


Criticizing the Peare.— Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good 
(Golden Text). “You tell me that your 
book is the Word of God; but you do 
not prove it so.” So said the owner of 
an orchard in North Italy to Colporteur 
Mariani, who offered him the Scriptures 
as he stood admiring the fruit trees. 
“What fine looking pears,” said the col- 
porteur, suddenly changing the subject, 
“but what a pity they are of such poor 
quality.” “What! What!” exclaimed 
the orchard owner. “Of poor quality! 
It is plain that you have not tasted them. 
Pick one or two, and try them!” The 
colporteur did as he was bidden, and be- 
gan to eat. “Yes, you are right,” he said, 
smacking his lips, “the pears are excel- 
lent; but, sir, you must deal with my 
Book as I have dealt with your fruit. 
Taste, and you will see that the Word 
of God is good.”"—From the Bible So- 
ciety’s Report. Sent by W. Haslam, 
——— Lancashire, Eng. Prize illus- 
ration. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


WHERE was a synagogue of the Jews 
(v. 1). The original is “where was 
the synagogue of the Jews,” presumably 
the central synagogue for all Macedonia. 

Out of the scriptures, opening and al- 
legin g (vs. 2, 3). “Having broken the shell 
[‘opening’] they display the kernel” is the 
suggestion of an old commentator. When 
the heavens opened Stephen saw the Son 
of man: when Paul opened the Scriptures 
his hearers saw Christ suffering and risen 
again from the dead. 


And some of them believed, and con- 
sorted with Paul and Silas (v. 4). The 
unusual word proskleroo is cleverly trans- 
lated “consorted” (sors-kleros), but a 
more attractive translation is that sug- 
gested by Bengel, “became the heritage 
of Paul and Silas.” As in Joshua, lots 
or heritages were distributed to the chil- 
dren of Israel in the Land of Promise 
before they had entered in, so to Paul 
and Silas were given this heritage of the 
Thessalonian Christians in the coming 
heavenly home. “Thou hast given me a 
south land; give me also springs of 
water,” said Achsah to Caleb, and “Caleb 
gave her the upper springs and the nether 
springs.” Such a fertile and well-watered 
heritage was the church of Thessalonica. 
“We give thanks to God always,” said 
Paul to this his heritage, “remembering 
without ceasing your work of faith, and 
labour. of love, and patience of hope in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. .. Ye were en- 
samples to all that believe in Macedonia 
and Achaia” (1 Thess. 1: 2, 3, 7); and in 
2 Thessalonians 1:3. 4, “We are bound 
to thank God always for you, . . . so that 
we ourselves glory in you.” In 1 Peter 
5:3 the word kleros is used in the same 
sense, although the Authorized Version 
should not -have interpolated the word 
“God's.” “Neither as being lords over 
the heritages” is the right rendering. 


| 
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“The heritages” were the churches of 
converts given to Peter and Paul and 
the other apostles of the Word as a re- 
ward for their toils and self-denials. 


To go as it were to the sea (v. 14). 
Dr. J. Rendel Harris suggests instead of 
thalassa, Thessalia, to go as it were to 
Thessaly. Thessaly was, on the direct 
route between Berea and Athens. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ye 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our heavenly 
Father, we thank thee that thy Word is 
so readily within our reach. We thank thee 
that it is possible for us to search the Scrip- 
tures, and in them to find thy blessed will 
for us. Teach us, we pray thee, more and 
more to avoid uncertainties, and to turn to 
the Word itself for light. May we not try 
to settle our doubts by arguments, or vain 
imaginings, but may we turn quickly and 
constantly to thy Word for the sure answer 
to our questions, that we may be able to say, 
“Thy word have I laid up in my heart.” 
In the name of the Lord Jesus we pray. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—When you are 
driving a car through a strange neighbor- 
hood, do you waste much time in guess- 
ing about the right road when you have 
a map with you? When you are pass- 
ing a sign-post at the cross-roads, do 
you look away from the sign-post, and 
take a chance on picking the right road 
for yourself? No, no one of us would 
be so stupid as that! Yet, in great mat- 
ters having to do with life in this world 
and the life hereafter, in many things that 
make all the difference in the world in 
our relation with other folks, and in our 
best usefulness, we are likely to do a 
lot of discussing and guessing, when just 
beside us is a map that God intends us to 
use. No wonder some of us take the 
wrong road, when we never look at the 
map! It is a great thing for us to know 
exactly what the Bible does say on ques- 
tions that are important to us. Instead 
of guessing or wondering, why not just 
turn to the Book and find out? That 
would save us a lot of trouble. Now, this 
week, take any subject that interests you 
very much, as to what you ought to do, 
or how you ought to answer some 1m- 
portant question, and just see what the 
Bible has to say on the subject. Why, to 





do that is like turning a ‘searchlight on 
your problem! Not to do it, is just to 
wander along without looking at the map 
that God has provided, when we could 
know the way, if we would. Shall we 





try it? Let us pray. 
LOVING 
STUDYING ’ 
searcrine ( (0D'S WORD 
TRUSTING 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Thy Word have I hid in my heart.” 

“How precious is the Book.” 

“OQ how love I thy law.” 

“How firm a foundation.” 

“Go to the deeps of God’s promise.” 

“IT am standing on the Word of God.” 
® “Standing on the promises.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm. book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published, by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“In My Heart” (242: 1-3). Psalm 119 : 33-40. 
“Thou Hast Made Me Hope” (251 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 164-168. 
“T Am Waiting” (264: 1-3). Psalm 130 : 1-8. 
“TI Love Thy Law” (37: 1-3). Psalm 19 : 7-14. 


we 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Cheese and crackers. 

Discussion: Let’s examine our taste 
(or distaste) for Bible reading. How do 
we read? For preparation to recite or 
speak or teach? Or to feed our souls? 
What is the best plan for daily Bible 
reading? What cennection has prayer 
with this? 

Objective: Daily feeding on God’s Word. 














AY, fellows, let’s spend our time. to- 
day on the Bereans, who are described 
in this seventeenth chapter of Acts as 
being “more noble,” and see if their no- 
bility is worthy of imitation. 
I heard a story of a Louisiana man 
who was stranded somewhere up in the 
Middle West. He had enough money 


Whither Are We Drifting? 
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“Turn on the Light and See.” 
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(anda little over) to buy a ticket to 
New Orleans on a Mississippi - River 
steamer. With the few cents left over 
he bought a bag full of cheese and 
crackers, which, with stinting, might 
serve for food to the end of the journey 
—not very good cheese and not very 
fresh crackers, but— food. It was fat 
from a satisfying experience. . In fact, 
it nearly made him sick, and landed him 
in New Orleans half starved, but he 
bravely endured it. At meal time, through- 
out those weary days, when the meal 
gong would sound and the happy passen- 
gers descended to the dining saloon to eat, 
our friend would go to his stateroom ‘and 
nibble on his cheese: and crackers. You 
can imagine how he grew sad and thin 
on a program like that. The cheese got 
hard and the crackers got soft, and dur- 
ing the final days of the trip he only ate 
of them to keep. soul and body together. 
It was after supper on the last day, when 
passengers were eagerly scanning the 
horizon for the lights of New Orleans, 
that one of them, having observed the 
“cheese and crackers man,” asked him 
why he had not taken his meals, like the 
others, in the steamer’s dining-room. He 
replied rather weakly that he had not had 
the money to pay for meals. “Why,” said 
his inquirer, “you bought a ticket, didn’t 
your” “Oh, yes, I bought a ticket, but 
it took about all I had.” “Why, man! 
your ticket entitled you to meals as well 
as your stateroom!” Yes, and there had 
been a vacant seat, bearing his number, 
right next to the captain all the way. 
That was a jolt that stirred the “cheese 
and crackers” man to the depths. 
Fellows, if you are neglécting your 
Bible you are following the “cheese and 
crackers” program, when every day you 
could sit down to wholesome and savory 
food — food just stited to the journey 
you are taking—and at the Captain’s 
table! I am satisfied that right here is 
the weak spot—gyes, the fatal weakness 
in many a fellow’s “Christian program.” 
God’s plan for our journey is a fully 
nourished one. Deliciously prepared re- 
freshment; good in the eating and perfect 
in its strength-giving quality. We miss 
it by neglecting our Bible, and instead, 
feeding on the husks and trash in liter- 
ature designed only to gratify a perverted 
taste. Read good books,—yes; but even 
at that, see to it that at least a few min- 
utes each day are spent in feeding on 
God’s Word. You may stand up and talk 
or pray in the meetings, but you will 
soon flash out if you are not feeding your 


‘fires with the divine fuel—the Word, 


which is the Bread of Life. 

The Bereans! They examined the Scrip- 
tures daily to see if those things were 
true, and that is the only sure test — the 
only guaranteed standard of. measurement, 
the use_of which will uncover to;us the 
cheats and disappointments offered by an 
ever active enemy. Your Bible is the 
freshest, clearest, and most reliable com- 
mentary. on any issue which may arise. 
Moreover, it is the source and origin of 
all issues that are health and life. “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.” 

Fellows, if you want to be a true 
nobleman, you must feed daily at the 
King’s table! 

GreEENsBORO, N. C, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EFERRING to the map, point out 

Philippi, where we left the mission- 
aries in our lesson two weeks ago. Let 
the class talk a little while about Paul’s 
ministry there, and then trace the jour- 
ney to Paul, Silas, and Timothy through 
Amphipolis, and Apollonia to Thessa- 
lonica, a rich commercial city on an arm 
of the sea. Here they met people of 
many races, among them a great marry 
Jews, to whom Paul always told the 
good news first. The Jews believed the 
Old Testament, which was all of the 
Bible any one had then. Paul went to 
the synagogue of the Jews, and took their 
Scripture rolls and showed them in their 
Bible that their promised Deliverer would 
suffer, die, and rise again from the dead 
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Lesson for September 13 
Acts 17: 1-14 


just as Jesys had done. Then he told 
them plainly that Jesus was their long- 
promised Messiah. Some of the Jews 
believed this, and joined themselves with 
Paul and Silas, but there were a great 
many more Gentiles who believed and 
many women, so we see they were having 
a great revival. 

But the Jews who would not believe 
the good news became jealous of Paul 
and Silas, and gathered a crowd of law- 
less, rowdy people, and stirred up a riot 
in the city. They could not find Paul 
and Silas, so they arrested a_ believer 
named Jason, and some other believers. 
They brought these men before the rulers 
of the city, accusing them of receiving 
the men who had “turned the world up- 
side down.” Then they tried to appeal 
to the officers by saying that the mis- 
sionaries and all who followed them were 
breaking the laws of the country by pro- 
claiming another King, one Jesus. The 
good news which Paul and Silas told the 
people had made many wrong lives right, 
and while they had never done anything 
contrary to the laws of Caesar, still they 
were always receiving and obeying or- 
ders from a higher King, who should 
one day really set the wrong world right, 
and rule when Caesar was forgotten. 

Jason stood for the missionaries, and 
sent them away at night to Berea. Call 
attention to the fact that Paul and Silas 
were not cowards. 
died for the Name they loved. But they 
had fearlessly witnessed for their Lord, 
and had fully told the good news in 
Thessalonica, and many had believed. He 
left those who believed in God’s keeping. 
He was following a rule which the Lord 
Jesus had once given his disciples : “When 
they persecute you in this city, flee into 
the next.” 

This brings our travel-line around the 
coast of Macedonia to Berea, where Paul 
and Silas told the good news to the Jews 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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first. The Jews here received the good 
news gladly, and studied their Bibles 
every day to find out if these things were 
really true. When the Jews of Berea 
began to study the Bible, they found out 
that every word of Paul’s message was 
true. In fact, the whole Bible was writ- 
ten just to point people to Jesus. So we 
are not surprised that many believed — 
both Jews and Greeks. We know that 
Paul and Silas were glad. 

This will be a good time to have a little 
talk with the class about reverence and 
love for God’s Word, and the importance 
of learning a portion daily. _Let them 
learn the entire Memory Verse: “Thy 
word have I laid up in my heart, That 
I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 119: 
i). 

CuinTon, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
a Knowing the Bible or knowing about 
the Bible. | 


2. Acceptiug the Bible in our daily do- 
ings. 











HE was a bright-eyed high school 

girl, whose keen mind was closely 
following her study of the Bible day 
by day. One morning she came to her 
teacher with these eager words, “Oh, Mrs. 
, | had the most interesting time 
last night! You see, there is this Y. W. 
secretary rooming in our house now, and 
she has lots of new ideas about the Bible. 
I’ve been asking her to-tell me about 
them, but she wouldn’t because she said 
daddy and mother might object to her 
views. 
at last I persuaded her. 
in Genesis and told me what she thought, 





but every now and then she would say. 


something that I would know was wrong 


— it was not that way in the Bible, as’ 
she would say it was—so at last I just, 


spoke up and said so! I even got my 


Bible and showed her just what it says | 


in the places where she had it wrong, 
and, do you know, Mrs. , she said 
she hadn’t read the book of Genesis in 
years, but she had read all about it at 
college, and heard lots of lectures on it 
since. She just looked so surprised when 
I showed her just exactly what was 
there!” A highly educated young high 
school teacher, herself the daughter of 
a minister, once told this writer, in view 
of certain discussions on current history 
that had brought up questions of Old 
Testament records, i 
the Old Testament through again. 





in my mind.” 
Can you send your girls home from this 


lesson about Paul’s listeners in Berea to | 
do as they did—search the Scriptures | 


themselves to see whether what they hear 
about them is so, or not? That bright- 
eyed high school girl was “thrilled” to 
read in her New Testament this word 
of Luke’s about those listeners at Berea 
who did this very thing, daily, and so 
proved themselves more noble than those 
in Thessalonica who had rejected the 
message upon their own unenlightened 
judgment. 

2. But there is a step beyond even an 
accurate knowledge of the Scriptures — 
the accepting of them as the law of daily 
living. There is a little but important 
word in the next verse after the one tell- 
ing of the Bereans searching the Scrip- 
tures daily to test Paul’s preaching 
thereby. Many of them, therefore, be- 
lieved — put into their daily living what 
they found to be God’s Word and way. 
And your girls will be especially inter- 
ested in the very next words, “Also of 
the Greek women of honorable estate, and 
of men, not a few.” the women — 
the best in Berea—were among those 
Scripture-searchers after Paul’s sermons. 


Home Study 


Search your Book of Acts for every 
statement of the effects of Paul’s preach- 
ing. What happened when Paul preached? 

Decatur, Ga. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of September 6) 


1. Paul was a prisoner in Rome when he 
wrote this epistle. 

2. He had probably been a prisoner four 
years, = 

3. Paul speaks always oi being a “pris- 
oner of Christ Jesus’’ not of the Roman em- 
peror, and emphasizes often that he glories 
in being the “bond-servant” of Jesus Christ. 


4- Paul wrote the Epistle to the Philippians 
to thank the people at Philippi for a gift they 
had sent him by Epaphroditus. 

5s. They were generous (Phil. 4: 15-18), but 
the epistle Paul,stnt back was worth more 
than all the wealth of Philippi put together. 

6. Christian experience. 

7. Philippians 1 : 21. 

8. The word “joy” (or “rejoice”) is found 
sixteen times, with frequent uses of such 
words as “love,” “hope,” “glory,” “comfort,” 
“thanksgiving,” “peace.” 

9. There are only five such mentions in this 
letter, three men and two women, but the 
note of personal remembrance is_ strong 
throughout the letter. 





But I told her to go ahead, and | 
So she began | 


“T believe I will read | 
esta gh | I have | 
not read it in years—it is very vague 


10. This’ passage is in Philippians 2: 5-11. 


11. Philippians 3:20 and 21 answers both 
those questions positively. 
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12, The marginal (R. V.) reading of Phil- 
ippians 2:7 assures us that Jesus Christ 
has “earmarked” himself for our salvation — 
has surrendered his full life to our needs, as 
the bond-slave of old voluntarily surrendered 
to his master, for life, for love alone (see 
Exod. 21 ; 2-6). Such a slave to Christ Paul 
gloried in being. 

13. Rejoicing. 

14. True happiness is absolutely independ- 
ent of circumstances. Joy and thanksgiving 
are the right of the Christian even in the 
most desperate surroundings and circum- 
stances. Paul effervesced with joy though 
he wrote from a Roman prison. 

15. His prison experience at Philippi (see 
last lesson). 

16. The indwelling of the God of peace who 
guards the heart and mind (Phil. 4:7). 

17. Humility (Phil. 2: 5-8). 

18. That everything is but refuse as come 
pared with the indwelling Christ in the heart 
(Phil. 3:9, §). 

19. Who but Paul, chained day and night 
to a succession of Roman soldiers, had made 
Christians of the members of “Caesar’s 
household”? (Phil. 4 : 22.) 

20. The power to make dead things live. 

21. Ephesians 2: 1-10. 

22. Personal, 














The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 24. September 13. Sin: God’s Remedy for It. 


Golden Text.—But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us.—Ephesians 2 : 4 


Romans 3: 19-3! 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of "‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
running from April 5 to December 27, 1925, 
and giving lesson titles and Scripture ref- 
erences only, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen copies, 
$1.a hundred, or 2 cents each. 
Great Doctrines of the Bible 
25. Sept. 20.—Difference Between Law 
GE, GORGE 6 iivssecscreesescd 2 Corinthians 3 
Golden Text: Hebrews 7: 19 
26. Sept. 27.—Review .......seeeees Galatians 3 
Golden Text: Romans 4: 16 
27. Oct. 4.—Salvation from the Penalty 
an Gal OF TAR: 86 i sissies Romans 4: 1-25 
Golden Text: Ephesians 2: 8 9 
28. Oct. 11.—Salvation. from the Power of 
SL scccccscuseseseesosnesces Romans 6 : 1-23 
Golden Text: Galatians 1:4 
29. Oct. 18—The Church: Her Member- 
GT sb inanesvesetseseysisccsanses Ephesians 2 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4 : 16 
30. Oct. 25—The Church: Her Mission 
Acts 1: 1-113 1§ 3 13-18 
Golden Text: John 17 : 18 
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How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


HILE in the Biblical doctrine of 

sin there are certain distinctions to 
be observed, two universal facts should 
first be noted: 


1. Sin is always equally sinful whether 
| it be committed by the heathen or the 
| civilized, the unregenerate or the regen- 
erate. The question of many stripes or 
few is one of the judgments to be im- 
posed upon the sinner; but any sin in 
itself is unvaryingly sinful because it out- 
rages the holiness of God. 


2. Sin can be cured only on the ground 
of the shed blood of the Son of God. 
This was as true of those who anticipated 
the death of Christ by animal sacrifices 
as it is now.of those who look back to 
that death by faith. Divine forgiveness 
has never been a mere act of leniency 
in remitting the penalty of sin. If the 
penalty is remitted, it is because Another 
as a substitute has met the holy demands 


ot smner. In the old order it 
was or er the priest had offered the 
atoning’ yd-sacrifice, which anticipated 


the deat? of Christ, that the sinner was 
forgiven (Lev. 6:7; 4:20, 26, 31, 35; 


5:10,. 13, 16; 318: 10:22; Num, 15:25, 
26, 28). Likewise, after Christ has died 
the same truth obtains. We read: “In 





whom we have redemption through his 





ao evc.: the forgiveness of sins” (Col, 

214; Eph, 1:7). 

* The substitutionary work of Christ 
upon the cross is infinitely perfect in its 
sufficiency, therefore the sinner who 
trusts in Christ not only is forgiven, but 
he is even justified forever (Rom. 3: 24). 
God has never treated sin lightly, For- 
giveness may impose no burden on the 
sinner, but he is forgiven and justified 
only because the undiminished divine pen- 
alty has been borne by Christ (1 Pet. a: 
ae; 3: 18). 


I. Stn BeEForE AND AFTER THE Cross 


1. The divine method of dealing with 
sin before the cross is said to have been 
by. atonement, which word, in its Biblical 
use, means simply to cover. The blood 
of bulls and goats could not, and did not, 
take away sin (Heb. 10:4). The offer- 
ing of sacrificial blood indicated on the 
part of the sinner the acknowledgment 
of the just penalty of death (Lev. 1:4), 
and, on the part of God, the sacrifice 
anticipated the efficacious blood of Christ. 
By symbolizing the shed blood of Christ, 
the atoning blood of the sacrifices served 
to cover sin, as it were, in covenant prom- 
ise until that day when Christ would deal 
in finality with the sin of the world. , 

Two New Testament passages throw 
light upon the meaning of the Old Testa- 
ment word atonement or covering: 

(1) In Romans 3:25 the word “re- 
mission” has the meaning of “passing 
over” and in this connection it is stated 
that when Christ died he proved God to 
have been righteous in having passed over 
the sins which were committed before the 
cross and for which the atoning blood 
of the sacrifices had been shed. God had 
promised a sufficient Lamb, and had for- 
given sin on the strength of that promise. 
Therefore, by the death of Christ, God 
was proven to have been righteous in all 
that he had promised. 

(2) In Acts 17: 30 it is stated that, be- 
fore the cross, God “winked at” sin. 
This word should be translated “over- 
looked.” 


2. The divine method of dealing with 
sin since the cross is stated in Romans 3: 
26. Christ has died. No longer is the 
value of his sacrifice a matter of expecta- 
tion to be taken in covenant and sym- 
bolized by the blood of animals; the blood 
of Christ has been shed, and now all that 
can be asked of any person, regardless 
of his degree of guilt is that he believe 
in the thing which, in infinite grace, has 
been accomplished for him. This Scrip- 
ture declares that Christ upon the cross 
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so answered the divine judgment against 
every sinner that God can remain just, 
or uncompromised in his holiness, when | 
at the same time and apart from_all pen- ' 
alties, he justifies the sinner who does no 
more than believe in Jesus. 

As before stated, the word atonement, 
which occtits only in the Old Testament, 
indicated the “passing over,” “overlook- 
ing,” and “covering” of sin; but Christ 
in dealing with sin on the cross did not 
pass it over or cover it. Of his-sufficient 
sacrifice it is said: “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29; Col. 2:14; i John 
3:5). “Who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree” (1 Pet. 2: 24). 
There was no temporizing or partial deal- 
ing with sin at the cross. This great 
issue between God and man was there 
dealt with in a manner which is satisfy- 
ing even to the infinite holiness of God, 
and the only question that remains is 
whether man is satisfied with the thing 
which satisfies God. To accept the work 
of Christ for us is to believe upon the 
Saviour to the saving of the soul. 


II. Stn OF THE UNSAVED AND THE SAVED 


1. The forgiveness of sin is accom- 
plished for the sinner when he believes 
upon Christ and is a part of his salva- 
tion. Many things which constitute sal- 
vation are wrought of God at the moment 
one believes; but forgiveness is never re- 
ceived by the unsaved apart from the 
whole work of saving grace. 


. 2. In the divine dealing with the sins 
of the Christian, it is the sin question 
alone that is in view, and the Christian's 
sin is forgiven, not on the ground of 
believing unto salvation, but on the 
ground of confession of the sin (1 John 
top. 

The effect of the Christian’s sin, among 
other things, is the loss of fellowship 
with the Father and the Son, and the 
grieving of the indwelling Spirit. The 
child of God who has sinned will be re- 
stored to fellowship, joy, blessing, and 
power when he confesses his sin. 

While the effect of sin upon the believer 
is the loss of blessing, which blessing may 
be renewed by confession, the effect of 
the believer’s sin upon God is a far more 
serious matter. But for the value of the 
shed blood of Christ and the present 
advocacy of Christ in Heaven (1 John 
3:1, 2; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 9:24), sin 
would separate Christians from God for- 
ever. However, we are assured that the 
blood is efficacious (1 John 2:2) and the 
Advocate’s cause is righteous (1 John 2: 
1). The sinning saint is not lost because 
of his sin, since, even while sinning, he 
has an Advocate with the Father. This 
truth which alone forms the basis on 
which any Christian has beey kept saved 
for a moment, so far from encouraging 
Christians to sin, is written that they 
“Sin not,” or “be not sinning” (1 John 
2:1). Beholding the Saviour advocating 
for us in Heaven must cause us to hesi- 
tate before every solicitation to sin. 


Datuas, Tex. 





Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson 


Grace. By Lewis Sperry Chafer. In this 
careful study, grace is shown to be the very 
heart of Christianity. The fundamental dis- 
tinctions between Law and Grace are shown, 
with practical applications to every-day life, 
including a complete analysis of the Sabbath 
question. Of great value to every Chris- 
tion, and especially important for, soul-win- 
ners. A complete answer to every form of 
Modernism, Legalism, and Seventh-Dayism. 
$1.50. ~ 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. It gives God’s Word on Why Men 
Are Lost, How Men Are Saved, What Is Sal- 
vation, The Blessed Hope, The Victorious 
Life. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. These 
books may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia. 


If you have much to do with boys, 
Mr. Howard’s book of sixty-one “Boy- 
Talks” will prove to be a very great 
help in what the talks contain, and in 
the way in which they get at the boy 
heart and boy life. It is issued by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 








delphia, at $1.50, a book of 216 pages. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


HEN any one in your family be- 
comes ill, the first thing mother does 
is to try to find out the disease. Then 
she uses a remedy for that disease. If 
it is tonsilitis she makes a gargle. This 
remedy soothes the pain, and it may cure 
the disease for the time being. But the 
patient will have tonsilitis again. : 
In June I conducted a ten-days’ camp 
at Lake Worth. We carried first-aid 
remedies of all kinds and we used some 
of them every day, for insect bites, blis- 
ters, scratches, and bruises. 

God has given us all these remedies 
for physical diseases. 

But did you know there is a disease as 
old as the Garden of Eden, a poisonous 
disease? Every man, woman, boy, and 
girl is born with this disease. It is sin. 

Our lesson to-day is: “God’s remedy 
for sin.” 

There is only one remedy for sin, and 
only God can cure this disease. 

We are to learn all about this remedy, 
for God wants us to help all whe are sin- 
sick by pointing them to him, the only 
physician who can cure disease. 

Sin causes men to swear, and lie, and 
cheat, and steal, and drink, and kill, and 
do all sorts of ugly things. Sin has 
caused all the sorrow and suffering in 
this world. 

God saw man going deeper and deeper 
into sin. It grieved him. He gave man 
laws to keep in obedience to him, but 
man broke every one of God’s laws and 
sinned against God. God is holy and just 
and he has to punish sin. Ezekiel 18: 4, 
“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

God has a great heart full of love and 
he could not bear to see his people die of 
the sin disease. So he said, “I must give 
a remedy for sin.” God said, “I must 
have some one to take the sinner’s place.” 
But he could find no one on earth, for all 
were sinners, and God had to have a sin- 
less offering. 

Then God looked over the beautiful 
heavenly home, and he said, “I'll give 
Heaven’s best. I will send my beloved 
Son to die in the sinner’s place. Then 
men will repent of sin.” 

You know the story of the life and 
death of Jesus Christ, who shed every 
drop of his blood for the sinner, (Tell 
as much of the story as you wish.) 

The blood of Jesus is God’s remedy for 
sin and cures for all time. 

When you are sick, medicine will ~do- 
a no good unless you take it. The 

lood of Jesus will not cure your sin 
unless you take him as your Saviour. 

Remedies you buy at the drug store 
are very expensive. So God’s remedy 
for sin was very expensive. It cost God 
everything, but he paid the price. 

It costs the sinner nothing to receive 
the greatest gift in the world (Isa. 55: 
1). “Without price.” 

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing 

power? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you fully trusting in his grace this 

hour? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 


Memory Verse 
Ephesians 2: 4. 
Fort WortH, TEx. 





[ Children at Home 








The Thank-You Box 
By Mrs. Linda Roberts 


6$"IOHE bells are ringing for no school !” 
cried Sylvia Day, running into the 
dining-room. 
“The rain is raining very wet, 
No dry rain seems to be here yet!” 

Mother Day said this to Sylvia as she 
sat down to breakfast. 

“T am going to give you lots of surprises 
to-day, mother,” said Sylvia. “You watch 
and see how many things I can do when 
I stay at home.” 

“A little sunbeam in the room 
Is sure to chase away the gloom,”. 





replied Mrs. Day. 


“First I will clear the table,” said 
seven-year-old Sylvia, and, as her mother 
watched her, she carefully carried out the 
silver and glasses, then the cereal dishes 
and plates, and stacked them neatly be- 
side the sink. 
an did that very nicely,” said Mother 

ay. 

“Now if you are ready to wash the 
dishes I can wipe them,” said Sylvia, 
getting a clean blue and white dish-towel. 

“You certainly are a little surpriser to- 
day.” Mother Day’s brown eyes shone 
with pleasure, and Sylvia’s brown eyes 
sparkled at her praise. 

“You wipe the big dishes, because they 
are a little too heavy for me,” said Sylvia, 
“and I'll do all the small ones and the-sil- 
ver. See, mother,” she held up a knife, 
“the knives are the fathers, the forks the 
mothers, and the spoons are the children. 
This big. tablespoon is a jolly, fat aunt, 
and this broad berry spoon must be a 
grandmother. If we had the pie knife 
we could call it a grandfather. My! 
there are a lot of children to clean to-day,” 
she sighed as she wiped the spoons. “I 
have cleaned about sixteen children al- 
ready.” 

“Silver shining clean and bright, 
Sy!via shines with all her might,” 


said mother as she looked at the gleaming 
silverware. 

“Now I am going to sweep the crumbs 
from the dining-room,” planned Sylvia, 
and after putting away the dishes, she 
got the carpet-sweeper. 

“No dust nor dirt 

Can stay in here, 
For Sylvia sweeps 

All clean and clear,” 


and mother smiled in approval. 


“Now I'll make my bed,” decided Sylvia | 


after the dining-room was neat. “How 
do you like my surprises?” 

“Really, dear, I didn’t know you could 
do so well,” said her mother. “It is so 
nice to have some one to help me with 
the work. I feel like singing: 

“Sing a song of Sylvia 
Always full of fun 

Giving me surprises, 
Till the work is done.” 

“If you want to make molasses cookies, 
I can help you,” offered Sylvia as she 
came downstairs again. 

“Help me to eat them?” Mother 
smiled teasingly. 

“Help you roll them, bake them, and 
eat them,” laughed Sylvia. 

*“T wonder if you could. It is a good 
day to make cookies, and I believe I shall 
let you try,” said Mother Day. 

While she mixed the cooky dough Syl- 
via got out the rolling-pin, the cooky- 
cutters and the pans. 

Mother showed her how to roll the 
mixture and then Sylvia cut the cookies 
into different shapes. She cut hearts, 
and dogs, some fishes, and a duck. Then 
she put the pans into the oven, and 
watched the clock, so she would not let 
them burn. 

“These are the best cookies I ever 
tasted,” said Sylvia as she munched a 
warm, spicy cooky fresh from the oven. 

“Roll a bit of help, 
Mix a little cheer, 

Add a bit of. love, 
Bake without a fear. 


“Smile into the dough, 
Sing and watch them bake, 
Cookies cooked with joy 
Never make you ache.” 


“That’s true,” nodded Sylvia as Mother 
Day chanted her rhyme, and she carefully 
took the knife and slipped the hot cookies 
from the pan on to the wire rack. 

The morning flew by, and at noon Syl- 
via set the table and cleared it away again. 
She helped with the dishes, carried the 
papers down cellar, dusted her doll’s play- 
house, and put away the magazines. 

About four o’clock she was sitting at 
the table reading, when her mother came 
downstairs and said: 

“Close your eyes, 

Put pur your hand, 
Tll give you now 

A surprise so grand,” 


“Why, mother,” cried Sylvia as she 
closed her eyes, “what have you been 
doing ?” 

“I have been making you a thank-you 
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| box,” answered her magther, and she 
laughed as Sylvia’s eyes flew open. 

“You needn’t think you are the only 
one who is giving surprises to-day,” 
smiled Mother Day. “You have done.so 
many nice things for me that I wanted to 
say a special nice thank-you 'to you. So 
I decided to give you a thank-you box. 
Now close your eyes.” 

Sylvia screwed her eyes. together 
tightly, and then she felt a box in her 
hand. 

“Ready,” said her mother, and Sylvia 
eagerly looked at the package. On the 
cover of the box she read: 

“Odds and ends to play with here, 

Show to you my thank-you, dear.” 


“You certainly surprised me,” she said 
as she opened the box. In it was a block 
of yellow paper, a new pencil, a pink and 
silver paper fan, one big chocolate, two 
picture postcards, a tiny mirror, and a 
puzzle. ‘ 

“What a lovely box!” cried Sylvia in 
delight as she lifted out ‘the things. “I 
think your way of saying thank-you is the 
nicest way I ever heard of. Next time I 
want to show how pleased I am when 
some one has done something for me, I 
= going to make a thank-you box my- 
self.” 


WIntTHrop, Mass. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 








September 20. Getting Strength from God. 
2 Cor. 12 : 6-10; Phil. 4: 11-13. 

September 27. Christian Friendliness . to 
South America. Matt. 4 : 16, 17. 

October 4. How Can Our Society Benefit Our 
Community? Matt. 5 :13-20. (Consecra- 
tion meeting. Rally Sunday.) 

October 11. They “First Gave Their Own 
Selves” —a Stewardship Meditation, 2 
Cor. 8 : 1-15. > 


-_— 


Sunday, September 13 


The Harvest of Our Lives: What Shall 
It Be? (Gal. 6 : 7-10; Prov. 114 
17-20; 2 Cor. 5: 10) 





Mon.—Harvest of disappointment (Gen. 
27 2 1-13, 43-46). 
Tues.—Harvest of tears (Ruth 1-: 1-6, 


19-22). 
Wed.—Harvest of joy (John 4-: 31-38).. 
Thurs.—Harvest of praise (Matt. 25: 





31-40). 
Fri.—Harvest of punishment (Matt. 25: 


41-46). 
Sat.—Harvest of peace (Phil. 4 : 1-6). 











What kind of deeds should we sow? 

What kind of character is our present life 
developing ? , 

How can we make our lives more useful? 


AYS the Chicago Tribune in a re- 

cent issue, “Nathan F. Leopold, Jr., 
and Richard Loeb, the ‘superman,’ and 
the ‘master criminal,’ are paying for the 
thrill and excitement they experienced in 
slugging little Robert Franks to death 
four months ago. 

“Both the prisoners appeared in good 
Spirits, superficially, but under it all a 
sullen resentment was discernible. The 
guards and other prisoners are unanimous 
in their opinion that the prisoners are 
slowly reaching the edge of despair, ss. 
‘Those boys are surely paying the price,’ 
remarked Mr. Darrow (the lawyer for 
the defense in the Leopold and Loeb 
trial), as he left the prison.” 

Whether. it be the history of nations 
or the history of individuals, one thing 
is certain, human experience attests to 
the truthfulness of the Bible statement, 
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). But as Paul 
points out, the sowing may be either to 
corruption or to. life everlasting (Gal. 
6:8), and the reaping is just as sure, 
whichever way we sow. It is for this 
reason that Paul admonishes us to “not 
be weary in well doing.” 

Frequently the emphasis is placed on 
not: sowing to corruption, whereas equally 
strong emphasis should be placed on the 
sowing to everlasting life. It is not 
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Lesson for September 13 
Acts 17: 1-14 


enough to be merely negative to the 
wrong kind of sowing. 

The reaping of life’s harvest does not 
always wait until the close of life’s day. 
We reap, at least in part, throughout the 
course of our earthly life, The kind 
words and the thoughtful deeds bring 
quick Tecompense as do often the hasty 
acts and the impatient words and the 
evil deeds. - 


As the believer faces God’s law of 
sowing and reaping and sees the inexor- 
able way in which it works out in the 
physical worla, discouragement might 
well come, for who has sown so well 
that the reaping would bring only joy? 
It is here that the blessedness of God’s 
grace steps in, and we learn the com- 
fort of his assurance, “I will restore to 





you the years that the locust hath eaten, 
the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and. 
the palmerworm” (Joel 2:25). God's 
grace is greater than all our sin. “Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as} 
white as snow” (Isa. 1: 18). “a 

There is no room here for presumption | 
on the Christian’s part. God may allow 
the yielded, wholly obedient believer to 
reap the harvest of some of the evil deeds 
that he has committed, when there is need 
in his life for correction and chastening, 
and yet there is great comfort here for. 
the believer that only in so far as it is for 
his good, will the surrendered child o 
God reap the evil he has done. 

we 

How then can we be sure of sowing so 
that our harvest shall be one of joy? 
Only as we are letting the Master Sower | 
so control and use us that the sowing 
shall be of him. We dare not trust our own 
wisdom and strength. It is only as we learn 
to let him be our wisdom and learn to) 
draw all our strength from him that our | 
sowing shall bring a worthy harvest. | 
Shall we not remember, too, that we 
never reap the small amount that we) 
sow? Whether we sow for good or evil 
we always reap an increase, and if we 
are in the hands of the Master Sower, 
sowing where he will and what he will, 
we may be sure of an overwhelming: in- 
crease of joy that shall be far above 
all that we can ask or think. 

we 

What does my present reaping tell me of 
my past sowing? 

In whose strength is my sowing being ac- 
complished? 

What will my harvest be? 
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Subscription Rates | 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. . 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year, ; 

In recognitio~. of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscri > additional is allowed 
for every ten + or in a club. 

TO CANAD, 4 q -“RIBERS 

The postage on each )} annual sub- 
scription costs the publ of the Times 
about 27 cents a year mon, an the postage 
on a subscription deliver in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
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Discussed by Mother Ruth 


{ Girls Problems of To-day 
[ 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1631 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possibile, if 
return postage is enclosed, : 


Dear Mother Ruth: Will you be so kind as 
to answer a few questions for a young man of 
eighteen years of age? My parents (although 
very good and kind to me) are inclined to be 
marrow in their views. They were brought 
up in a Puritanical style and inflict a like 
My disposition, charac- 
ter, and common sense, which I think used 
to be good, are fast being undermined. What 
shall I do? They won’t listen to reason. 

What is your opinion of private dancing?— 


| A PUZZLED CHRISTIAN. 


Y DEAR “PUZZLED” ONE: I 

will do like the Yankees do, answer 
your question by asking one! What kind 
of man and woman do you think your 
parents are? Are they folks to be 
trusted? Do you think you can admire 
them? Are they folks of character? Are 
you ashamed of them? Are they friv- 
olous and unstable? Anything ignoble 
in them? Do you feel you must make 
excuses for their solidity of character? 
Do you expect you will ever see them in 
places of bad character, so that you will 
have to apologize for them? 

I attended a funeral’ one time, of a 
man rather young, with a wife and three 
children, and the preacher began his ad- 
dress with these words: “This man was 
born well!” What did he mean? His 
parents had come from the rank and 
file of the people of the day, but they had 
been true, trusted Christians, that no one 
would have doubted their integrity and 
godliness. It had showed in the rearing 
of the man who lay in his coffin before 
the speaker, and had told in his life of 
manliness and had made of him a right- 
eous man, so that it could be said of him, 
“How blest the righteous when he dies” ! 

What is your aim in life? What kind 
of man do you want to make? Life 
is very short, and what we do must be 
done quickly. Do you want to fritter it 
away, and waste much of it on the dance 
floor? For what? Why do you want 
to dance? Have you looked it fairly in 
the face, and found why you want to 
dance? What is the underlying reason? 
Have you ever sat down and reasoned 
this thing out for yourself, instead of 
saying your parents will not reason with 
you? Would anything have any weight 
with you,, unless they thought as you 
want them to think? 

One thing weigh well. 
you will reap!” 
also Luke 16: 13. 

You have come to the age when the 
test is on, and you must make your choice 
between God and the world. To whom 
do you think the Puritans gave hom- 
age? Did they follow the evil one or 
God? Which do you want to follow? 
“Choose ye this day whom ye will serve”! 
There is no happier life than the one that 
is surrendered to God. You cannot be- 
long to both, you are either for him or 
against him. Which is it? His works 
must be the outcome, if you are his, and 
it is not hard to cipher out who is godly 
and who is not! You can tell the fruits 
of righteousness, and they do not have 
to be labeled. Which will you choose 
to accept? 

A bit lonely, because you do not do 
the bidding of the evil one? Dancing 
lessons? Please send for the leaflet 
called “The Dance,” published by the 
Protestant Book House, 1415 Palmetto 
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. You will have 
to oider fifty of them, but you can give 
them away. It will cost you 25 cents. 
You will then see where the dance orig- 
inated, and see if you want to be of that 
number who follow that kind of im- 
pulses. 

Do you think America is punished for 
following the Puritans? I mean in their 

rity and self-sacrifice and godliness. 

‘o-day America is the envied nation of 
the world, and she is reaping the sowing 


“As you sow 
Read Galatians 6:7, 8; 





of those men. If America goes on as 
she is at present, what do you think your 
children will reap? I fear for the future 
of this land! If she loses her spiritual 
life, in not following the Lord Jesus, she 
must receive the results in sin! God will 
not be found where sin abounds! 

My young friend, think this over with 
your Lord, and do as he leads you to do, 
and choose what he would have you 
choose, and be the most and best he 
would have you! Do not “lean unto your 
own understanding”! Seek the wisdom 
which cometh from above, and make your 
life tell for time and eternity! 


w 
The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 
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ACROSS 


1. One who counted all loss for Christ 

5. Co-laborer with Paul (abbreviation) 

8. Book of deeds of the disciples 

12. Compensation 

13. A chief ruler of David (2 Sam. 20 

14. A plant connected with the fall 

15. Son of Bela (x Chron. 7) 

16. God’s gift to men 

17. Mother 

18. Paul’s hostess at Philippi 

22. City where Paul had his Macedonian 
vision 

25. Where there was no room for Christ 

26. Expression of assent 

27. Sex prominent in Philippian church ss 

30. Place to sleep in 

33. Preposition meaning inside 

34. Key word of the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians 

36. Abbreviation for “that is” 

37- Profit (Phil. 3:7) 
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40. Beguiled by the serpent 

41. A spar to extend sails 

43. Minute crystals of ice 

44. Moist 

45. What the Philippians sent Paul 


DOWN ~*~ 
1. An epistle (abbreviation) 
2. Breezy 
3. City connected with Abram 
4. French for “the” 
5. It is (contraction) 
6. What Elisha caused to float 
7. Whom Christ died to save 
8 A preposition 
9. Credit (abbreviation) 
10. Son of Ishmael (Gen. 15) 
11. Bodies of water 
19. What Isaac’s eyes were in old age (Gen. 
27) 
20. Girl’s name 
21. Girl’s name 
22. A flap or strip 
23. A grain not hurt by the plagues of Egypt 
24. Contraction for “over” 
27. Artificial covering for head (plural) 
28. Son of Judah (Gen. 46) 
29. Theme of 1 Corinthians 13 
31. Pet, huff 
32. Effort to lift 
34. Nationality of Paul 
35. Nevertheless 
38. Two vowels 
39. Points of the compass (abbreviation) 


42. City where Joshua was defeated, then 
victorious 
Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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GRANDMOTHER could tell, by rubbing it in her 


was_all-wool. 
leather by the feel of 


or copper. 


were left off them. 


tising. 


things. 








But you buy so many more things than our | 
grandparents did, that it is almost impossible to 
be a judge of quality in everything you buy. 
In this age, only a specialist could really know 
even a small part of the many things used in 
your home, if the trade-marks and trade-names 


Advertising has taken the place of grand- 
father’s and grandmother’s knowledge. 
advertisers do not misrepresent in their adver- 


The advertisements are your guide to good 


eo 


hand, whether the goods in a suit or overcoat 


| Guide to good things 


Grandfather could tell good 


it. Both had ways, or 


thought they had, of knowing good silver, brass 


Good 








Read the advertisements to know 
what is best and where to buy it, 
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Special Offer to You 
THE BIBLE TODAY 


Double September Number! 


containing all | oe departments 
William neti ion Memorial 


FEATURING: 
1. MR. BRYAN’S EXTRAORDINARY AD- 
DRESS on Evolution, which he planned to 
give at Dayton, Tens., in full. 

2. THE tag Noy ta SERMONS preached at Day- 
ton by the Rev. Charles R. Jones, Pastor of 
the Methodist Church, wee Mr. Bryan at- 
tended, and at Washington b 4 the Rev. Dr. 
Joseph A. Sizoo, pester a. e New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Ch 

3. ADDRESSES by Don O. or and Hugh R. 
Monro recently given at the Memorial serv- 
ices at the National Bible Institute, New 
York City. 

4. TRIBUTES TO Mr. Bryan by: 

PRESIDENT CALVIN COOLIDGE 


The ps Dr. CHARLES ERDMAN, —~ -_rmee 
he General Presbyterian Assemb!l 7h 
The Re T. T. MARTIN, Field Secretary 





Anti-Evolution League; 
WAYNE B. WH Lg for the Anti- 
of America; 


EV ANGELINE Bootn, of thn Seizativn Ares; 
The Rev. WILLIAM A. SUNDAY, Evangelist; 
JUDGE JOHNT. SRAULSTON, who presided at 


HERBERT BOOTH sen son of the founder of the 
Salvation Army, and other prominent Americans. 

7 T his special double number is 25c a 
copy and regular numbers 15c a copy, 
but for 50c we shall send you the Bryan 
Memorial Number and the October, Nov- 
ember and December numbers. Ordinarily 
the price for these four numbers would be 


70c. Send 50c today to to insure your order. 


THE BIBLE TODAY 
DON 0. SHELTON, Editor 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
330-348 West 55th Street, New York City 


18c¢ a copy $1. 00 0 a year 











RALLY TO SERVICE 


A new collection 
ofsongs, exercises, 
and recitations for 
Rally Day. Con- 
tains a short but 
effective Conse- 
cration Service, 
which is a new 
idea. The words 
throughout have 
been carefully edi- 
ted. The music is 
melodious and not 
difficult either to 
play or to sing. 


$6.00 ahundred. $3.25 for fifty. 
80 cents a dozen. Single copies, 7 cents each. 
Send for illustrated circular of Rally Day Supplies 
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**GARDEN OF THE KING" 

**OUT OF THE BIBLE” 
And ‘‘ THIS YOUTH"’ 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings “on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The 1900th Anniversary 


CCORDING to Andrews’ “Life of 
Our Lord,” as well as according to 
many other authorities, Jesus began his 
public ministry early in A.D. 27, his bap- 
tista having occurred probably in Jan- 
uary of that year, when he was about 
thirty years of age. If A.D. 27 were the 
correct date of the beginning of his min- 
istry, would not A.D. 1927- be the 
1900th anniversary of that beginning? 
And if so, should it not be observed in 
some reverent, suitable manner? What 
way more suitable than by a ten days’, 
or longer, season of prayer for those 
things which were supremely upon the 
heart of Christ: “Thy kingdom come”; 
“TI pray not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me; for they are 
thine. ... Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word; that they all may 
be one”; “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
The year 1926 ends on Friday, and on 
the following Sunday, January 2, the 
Week of Prayer appointed by the World’s 
Evangelical Alliance begins. Watch Night 
meetings on the last night of the old year 
have long been common throughout the 
world. A season of prayer from Friday, 
December 31, 1926, to Sunday, January 
9, 1927, would cover exactly ten days: 
Why not the world-wide observance of 
Such a season by “them that are His,” in 
united prayer for the things that were 
close to his heart? Shall we make this 
a subject of special prayer? 





September 7 to 13 
Mon.—Acts 17 : 1-12. 
Paul in Thessalonica and Berea. 
Thessalonica and Berea were included 
in Paul’s second missionary journey 
(Acts 15:36 to 18:22; A.D. 51 to 54); 
two typical cities, each having two typical 
classes of people: close-minded and open- 
minded, prejudice-steeped and prejudice- 
free; the former predominating in Thes- 
salonica, the latter in Berea. Yet what 
rare saints came out of those Thessa- 
lonian Christians! 





PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: And what rare | 
saints would come out of many an un-| 
evangelized “heathen” ed to-day if they | 
could but hear the Gospel Thessalonica | 
was farther away from pe in Paul’s | 
time than the “uttermost part of the earth” 
is from America in our time. “Pray ye 
the Lord of the harvest.” 
Tues.—Deuteronomy 4 : 1-8. 

The Scriptures Make Wise. 


Let us never forget that Paul referred 
to these very Old Testament Scriptures | 
(which Christians in our day sometimes 
undervalue, and even belittle), when, 
writing to Timothy, he referred to the 
“holy scriptures, which are able to make , 
thee wise unto salvation” (2 Tim. 3:15). | 
It was out of these same Scriptures (all | 
that he had) that Paul preached Christ | 
(Acts 17: 2, 3). 

Prayer Succestions: Re-read the In- 
troduction above, and ask God to reveal | 
clearly whether the suggestion there ex-: 
pressed is indeed of him; and if you feel | 
that it is, ask him to “bring it to pass.” 
Wed.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 

The Scriptures Make Clean. 

Read verse 9, and compare it with John 
15:3, remembering that it was a young 
man (the sinless Son of man) that spake | 
the latter words to eleven other young 
men, Every evil ism and way is possible | 
when the Word is “hidden” only in the 
head. Hidden in the heart (v. 11) and 
heeded by head and hands is the only 
guarantee of sinless conduct. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray that all 
whe receive the Victorious Life monthly 








prayer bulletin “may let the Holy Spirit 
search their hearts to see if there is any 
additional contribution of time, prayer, 
service, or money that they should make 
to this work.” Pray for all the fall con- 
ferences. 
Thurs.—Psalm 119 : 105-112. 
The Scriptures Make Happy. 
“Thy testimonies . . . are the rejoicing 
of my heart” (v. 111). All men are said 
to seek for happiness. Is it not strange 
that so few find it? And all the more so 
when only a few moments spent each day 
in feeding upon God’s Word would com- 
pletely transform one’s life, and would 
yield that peace which “passeth all un- 
derstanding” ? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that ways 
and means may be found to get the Gos- 
pel speedily to the neglected Indians of 
Mexico and Central and South America.” 
Pray for the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
and all other agencies doing service mn 
these lands. 

Fri.—Romans 15 : 1-6. 
The Scriptures Make Hopeful. 


The ore that was hidden away in the 
earth ages age was hidden for man’s 
present use. . Likewise the things hidden 
away in the Old Testament Scriptures 
were put there to be dug up and fully re- 
vealed to New Testament saints. Con- 
cealed in the Old, revealed in the New; 
enfolded, unfolded; “that we... might 
have hope.” 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
county and state Sunday-school associa- 
tions; also for all Fundamentals associa- 
tions and conferences. Pray for the Fun- 
mentals Ministers’ Union of Chicago and 
its nearly one hundred members. Pray 
that all who contend for the faith may 
contend. only in love. 

Sat.—2 Timothy 3: 14-17, 
The Scriptures Make Complete. 

First of all, “wise”; and at last “com- 
plete.” “Wise unto salvation” ; then “clean 
through the word”; happiness naturally 
follows (nothing’ but sin produces un- 
happiness) ; hopeful of the future (all 
that the sinner can look forward to is 








(Lesson for September 13) AUGUST 29, 1925 


“judgment,” Heb. 10:27); and finally 
“compiete,” even in this life, “thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works,” Happy 


thy lot, O saint of God! 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
American Bible Society, the Scripture 
Gift Mission, the Pocket Testament 
League, the School Bag Gospel League, 
the Shantymen’s Christian Association, 
the American Sunday School Union, and 
all other Gospel agencies. 


Sun.—1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-24, 


Constructive Living. ; 


Compare with to-day’s-reading 2 Peter 
1: 4-7; the former relating to construct- 
ive outward living; the latter to a con- 
Structive inward state; without which 
latter the former would be impossible (2 
Pet. 1:8). How naturally sanctification 
of heart and life must follow! 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for all pas- 
tors and evangelists: An Iowa pastor 
writes: “My sermons come easy when I 
pray much, One-hour before the throne 
illuminates the page as can no commen- 
tary. When I reach a period of homi- 
letic drought, that is the signal for more 
retirement.” Is it also for you? 





WANTED 


Two Christian High School teachers and 

two teachers for Lower Grades. Splen- 

id opportunity for Christian teachers 
of science. 





TOCCOA FALLS INST., Toccoa Falls, Ga. 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, (lie. mien 






































READY IN BOOK FORM— 


Order it now for your autumn campaign 


| 





A book 

by a man 

who has been 
the means 

of increasing 
the attendance 
in 100 

Sunday Schools 
by 150%— 
total gain 

in permanent 
attendance =} 
over 30,000 


bring 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TRANSFORMED 


BY 
LOUIS ENTZMINGER 


ERE IS THE STORY of Mr. 
Entzminger’s plan, including 
a system of r 
method of work, that encourages 


every member and upil to (1) at- 
tend re be 


(5) bring other pupils; (6) have 
lesson prepared ; 
church service; (8) accept Christ. 


It works 


THE 


Pastor, Evangelist 
Sunday School Expert 


Be % 


8s, and a 


arly; ads 


on time; (3) 
ible; (4) 


bring offering; 
(7) stay for 














for small schools, or large 


Fully illustrated, $1.50, postpaid 
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